Don Wolfe

| was professional pilot for 45 years. My aviation career included General Aviation, FAR 135 Charter,
Corporate, Military and Airline flying. Bankruptcy of my employer United Airlines and pension losses
brought my wife Lori and me to Auburn from Napa, Ca. This was one of the best moves of our lives. My
daughter Kendall still lives in Napa, stepson Kevin is in San Diego and stepdaughter Stacy lives in South
Africa.

Lori and | have found warm and wonderful friends in Auburn. We enjoy hiking and biking in the local
parks and frequently go boating in the summer. I've also discovered the local Auburn airport to be one
of the most user friendly airports in the nation. The comradery and friendships I've experienced at KAUN
are second to none. All things considered, | cannot imagine a better place to live.

My lifelong journey to Auburn began in Coshocton, Ohio on September 18, 1953. My parents Raymond
and Delphine owned and operated a small 90 acre dairy farm which supported 25 dairy cows. The land
was situated in a river valley once inhabited by the Delaware Indians. This valley is about 1 mile across
with our farm located in the middle next to the village of Canal Lewisville. There was plenty of hard work
to go around for me and my sisters Emily and Janet. Grandfather Jacob Wolfe built the house and barn.
It was a beautiful setting in which to grow up and my sister Emily still lives there today.
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The dream of flight began for me at about age 5. The farm west of ours used Piper Super Cubs to sow
rye on the fields. | would stand in our pasture watching the planes fly over at low altitude, speed across
the field and do steep climbing turns to reverse course. The planes were so close | could see the pilots
inside when they went by. My father built 2 wooden toy airplanes for me, one of which was a Super
Cub. I ran around the farm holding that airplane at arms-length “flying and patrolling the farm”. | have
honestly thought about airplanes and flying every day thereafter. My first flight occurred at age 6 at a
local farmers fly In.



In seventh grade my music teacher noticed the airplane sketches on my notebook. He was also a fan of
aviation and invited me to go to the USAF museum in Dayton, Ohio. This teacher would become the first
of many aviation mentors in my life. We drove to Dayton and enjoyed looking at all of the airplanes and
displays. On the way home | shared my favorite part of the day. It was a movie with USAF fighter planes.
| liked the F-100 in the movie because of the loud boom of the afterburner and the rocket type flames
coming out of the tail on takeoff. At 14 years of age | could only imagine how exciting it would be to fly
an airplane like that. A mere 7 years later | would find out. Meanwhile, the old Allis Chalmers tractor and

my bicycle would serve as imaginary airplanes.




| was in High School when my first cousin Larry Parrish joined the Ohio Air National Guard and began
flying the F-100 out of Toledo Express Airport. Larry grew up across the street from me so | knew that he
liked airplanes too. | couldn’t believe he was flying one of my dream airplanes! Larry flew the Super
Sabre over our farm a couple of times while | was driving the tractor in the fields. This inspired me even
more. One Sunday morning while attending the church service at the Canal Lewisville Methodist | heard
the sound of an approaching jet at low altitude. | wanted to run outside but my Mother dug her hand in
to my leg securing me to the seat. Larry flew over his family’s house, pulled up and ignited the
afterburner. There was a gigantic boom overhead the church and the roar of thunder as Larry climbed to
altitude. This frightened many of the attendees but it was a “religious experience” for me! As the noise
subsided Reverend Hoy remarked; “Nice of your son to join us this morning Irene. Maybe he can attend
in person next time.”

Following graduation from High School in 1971 | attended Bowling Green State University where | would
eventually earn a Bachelor of Liberal Arts degree with a minor in Aviation Education. The second year |
was out of money so | applied for and received a government education loan for $2500. After college
expenses were paid | had enough money remaining to fund a Private Pilot License. | was age 19. My
father was very displeased that | spent “borrowed money” on something that he considered to be a
recreational venture. Interestingly enough, that Private Pilot License was the final part of the “launch

code” for my aviation career.

| was in the process of joining USAF ROTC in hope of becoming a military pilot and to receive financial
aid during the last 2 years of college. In the spring of 1973 | successfully passed the USAF officer and
pilot entrance exams as well as the pilot physical. In April of that year the Ohio Air National Guard
placed an ad in our College paper stating: “If you can pass the USAF entrance exams, flight physical and
have 2 years of college, you can fly our F-100 Super Sabre.” | ran immediately to the nearest pay phone
and dialed the 800 number to find out more. | was invited to an interview with the Base Commander



and discovered that he had flown with my cousin Larry. Lt. Col Bell liked the fact I'd earned my pilot
license and he liked Larry. | was age 20 and | was in!

At this point | will note that my father’s brother, Major Judge Wolfe was a fighter pilot in WW2 and had
grown up in the same farm house as me. Uncle Judge achieved the recognition of “Ace” for shooting
down 9 airplanes in the Pacific theatre. He flew the P-47 Thunderbolt and P-38 Lightening. His P-47 was
named “Ssanori”, a word spelled backwards reflecting the long missions escorting B-29’s in to Japan.

Following the war Judge was selected to be a Squadron Commander of a new F-80 Shooting Star jet
squadron at Langley AFB, VA. While checking out in the F-80 jet at Williams AFB in Chandler AZ his
aircraft caught on fire during takeoff and went out of control at low altitude. Sadly he did not survive the
incident. The event was so painful for my family that it was never discussed while | was growing up. |
discovered the details of the accident later with the creation of the internet.

Strangely enough | was ordered to Williams AFB in 1974 for USAF UPT jet training. I've often wondered if
this was a coincidence or divine intervention. Little did | know | was flying over Uncle Judge’s accident
site at Rittenhouse AZ every day in the T-37. | also flew the supersonic T-38 trainer and was one of the
distinguished graduates in my class of 60. | received “The Flight Training Award” for the highest scores
on flight check rides. Jet school was 1 year long and one of the most rewarding years of my life.




Next | attended 7 months of F-100 training in Tucson AZ, soloing the jet at age 21. Upon graduation |
returned to Toledo as an Air National Guard Fighter Pilot. | was also a distinguished graduate in F-100
school and was granted the “Ohio Junior Officer of the Year Award” in 1976. | flew the F-100 nearly
every morning and attended college in the afternoon. Graduating from BGSU in 1977, | returned to
Coshocton and flew twin engine airplanes for Commercial Air Transport, a flight charter company
created and owned by Don Fischer. | flew the Piper Aztec, Cessna 402 and a King Air 100 adding nearly
1000 hours to my log book in just over a year. | earned my ATP and CFll single, multi in the spring of
1978.

Don Fischer, Don Emslie, Jon Mosier, Forest Hothem, I.A. “Andy” Anderson and many of the Air Guard
pilots were my Ohio “Buckeye” mentors. They helped me climb the ladder of my professional career by
offering their wisdom and advice. | am grateful for everything they did for me.

In 1979 | flew one of the last F-100’s to the Davis Monthan AFB boneyard. | transitioned to the A-7D
Corsair Il in 1980 and flew it until 1984. My callsign was “Wolfman”, a nickname that remains with me to
this day.




In August 1978 | was hired by United Airlines at age 24. | flew almost all of the Boeing airliners
throughout my career. | retired in September 2018 as a Captain on the Boeing 787 Dreamliner. My
favorite large jet was the Jumbo Boeing 747-400. The 747 was fast with a top speed of .92 Mach and big
with a takeoff weight of #875,000 pounds. | was a Line Check Airman and Training Captain on the Boeing
727,747-2 and 747-4. | enjoyed the good fortune of being selected to represent United Airlines and the
12,000 United Airlines pilots by flying a 10 minute low altitude demonstration in at the Fleet week Air
Show. | flew the Boeing 747-4 in the show for 5 years from 2010-2015. The 2014 flight demonstration
was featured in the Airways and Air & Space magazines and can be viewed here.



https://www.smithsonianmag.com/air-space-magazine/jumbo-flies-airshow-180955990/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFDv9tla-YE

| had a short chapter with Beechcraft Corp. from 1981-1984 during a furlough from United. | was the
demonstration pilot on the King Air line of Propjets for the sales department at Ohio Aviation Corp. OAC
consisted of 3 company stores owned by Beechcraft. | also ran the flight department and was an FAA
DPE for the Baron 55 & 58 and King Air 90 & 200 in the company’s FAR 135 operation. We managed 4
lease back King Air’s, one of which belonged to Jim Davis the creator of the Garfield Comic Character. |
had the pleasure of flying nearly all of Mr. Davis’s corporate trips. We remain friends today.

In retirement | fly my Cessna 180 around the western states exploring the backwoods airports and |
mentor young pilots in an aerobatic Citabria. | am currently the President of the Retired United Pilots
Association and | am the Director of the flight scholarship program for Auburn Aviation Association
where our primary Scholarship is named after the famous local WW?2 Ace, Col. C.E. Bud Anderson. | have
enjoyed the good fortune of sharing time with Col. Anderson, who at 99 years old in 2021 is as sharp as
ever. | feel very fortunate to have an occasional visit with a fellow fighter pilot and QB from my Uncle
Judge’s generation.



One of the most rewarding aspects in the final chapter of my career is watching the youth of Auburn, Ca.
climb the ladder of success in aviation. Our scholarship recipients set and achieve goals. They seek out
knowledgeable mentors and follow their advice. | am proud to have played a part in developing the
Scholarship and Mentoring programs with my fellow members of the Auburn Aviation Association.
Together we have created programs that will pay it forward for generations to come. Our scholarship
and grant recipients are taught the value of honesty, integrity, mentorship, education and paying it
forward to their next generation.




Aviation has brought many good things in to my life. | have a long list of highly credible and energetic
friends and | still find pleasure in flying an airplane. Having a dream of flight at age 5 and experiencing
almost every form of aviation makes me a very fortunate person.

If given the chance, | do it all over again!
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Captain Don Wolfe and First Officer Steve Silver

Christmas Fantasy Flight in 747 for Disadvantaged and Terminally Il Children 2015




United Airlines Family Day 2018 San Francisco KSFO
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SAN FRANCISCO'S FLEET WEEK AIR SHOW

IS YOUR 747 CAPTAIN
AN ADRENALINE JUNKIE?

5Y CHRISTINE NEGRONI
T IOICS 15Y PATRICI CARNEY & AUTHOR UNLESS NOIED




MOMG THE MILITARY PLANES AWD SOUFED-UP
scrobatic sireraft performing ar public sicshows, it is rare
to se= commercial pasenger jeis. At United Airlines,
hecrweever, a few pilots are enconrsged o strar cheir soaff ar the
thene-dy San Francisce Fleet Week Ais Shov 'The Eancy lying
talkes bots of planning snd preparstion, bt 35 T kamed while
altencing the 3014 event, with all the complications at go
inbo participating in an air show while mnning 2 glohal aidine,
somnetimes, plotig e plane is the eses part.

Chicage based United feamures 2 logo-emblrzooed jediner
roaring past spectators in a variety of showgir-like poses. The
sirline tries to make one of it 23 Boging 747 400s available,
s that more than one million people can see it in all its awe-
insparing ghory

The first appearance by 2 United plane at Flest Week in 2008,
consisted  hargely of “sraiglt passes”™ 2t low altitude, Sieve
Henderson, mansger for the air demoenstration: program, tald
me. Ower the yvears, Boursshes have been added so dear, in 2004,
the audience saw fen minmtes of steep tems and quidk altirde
changes thar desplayed the plane from many angles.

“HE WAS VACATIONING IN THE CITY AND
SAW THIS A320 DOING FLY-BYS AND HE

SAID, "WHAT'S GOING ON?™

“Having that big airplme fly around is 2
meateting toal,”ssid Dan Walfe, a 747 captain at
United aned mmembver of the demoetration team.
Umited recognimes “rhe: power of marketing with
am airplame.”

In this, United & oot alone. For 20 years,
American  Airlines has supported Chicago's
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Tr just doesnt seem right thar, for all the efforr, something =
ethereal as fop should interfere. At least, that's what 1 thought
baefare T spent two days in San Francison, tapging slong with
the Urived crew 2 it readied itsell (or fis Glth Fleet Wk
performance. Mow Tve leamed thar the cowrse is framght with
ol=tacles, ron the weather 10 the White Homse—but I'm

perting ahead of myself.

The had 1o fby an sirliner in an airshow hegins with ovenccming
the obpections of mak-advers: enscutives, who must consider the
reality of something that retired Unibed capiain Clay Lacy told
mie= “People go to air shows to have fun and be seared. “The now
octogenarian pilot recalled a stumt he performed repeatedly in
the 19708, when a performer named Rick Rogart walked on top
of the DNC-8 Lacy was piloting. "Pevple like to get a little bat of
a thrill,” he said of the acs.

The distincticn kefween thrilling and frightening can be rawor
this. Few risk msuagens encoursge atrlme to appeoach that hie,

5o give credit 1o United for gmoning worry warts and anedit

Virgin America oo, becamse, had United s then-chiel operating

afficer Joe Kolshak not seen a Viegin America plane fhying at
the 2007 Fleet Week air
show, [nired might not be
peronmicg in il today.

"He wus vacationing in
the: ity amad saer this A320
dowg  fhy-bys, and  he
said, What's poing on?™
accoeding to United test
who was with Kolshak
Ei'IEI:I:I:III. H:Il ]E W
given an arder: “Nexr year, you will fiy a United
aireral il i we will be a corporate sporsor lor Fleet
Week ™ “That is henwr i started,” said Sibeerman

Seven years lates, parficipation in the show
remsaine challenging on sy levels, brom genting
the required sigm off from the FAA to getting
oo bamds on a iff the Buseing

S5-year-old Air and Warer Show, soasetimes by iﬁmm 747, the most durable symhbol of modern air travel.
sending an aircraft to By 1000 feet parallel 1o |p 1980 to celebrate

the shore of Lake Michigan. This pasr sumimes,  Amerka’s seaservices. At Chicagos Air amd Water Show, Americans
it put two phnes in the air s 1937 Fhgship  Taking place every sirliner flics a straight course st 2 level abtitode.
Dietrait DC 3 and & Bocing 737 in the airline’s  October, SFFWS alr To do the things United wasted v do, Qurowing
wew livery. It was "2 juxtaposition of the okl and ~ show, parade of shins the: jumba jet around in the skoy, frse st 1,000 fees,
the new,” aconading o company spoleeswoman :l'rdmnh;?'rlmrlt!.r seconds Buer ar 300 feer, achicving muximuem
Laslie $oott, who described the event as simple, =" ﬂ"'ﬂml allowable angles of bank, required the sppreval
na scmbatics imvolved. “Tr went beamtifully on S50 ct 2o WS o Rick Mayfiekd, the FANS inspector in charge.
day ome,” she s, but, as Satarday rolled o cubture and conomy. From an ohservers seat in the airdines United
Sunday, so did the fop, obsoaring the view on 747 simulstor, Mayheld has watched the Ulnited
the alwow’s second day. program evalve.
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“WE ADVERTISE TO EVERYBODY IN
THE WORLD WE ARE GOING TO FLY A
747. THERE'S NO COMPARISON THE
757 TO THE 747."

“It’s technically difficult because of all the changes that are taking place. They re flying
the aarphine in non-standard configurations. They're fying at non-standard Altmdes

and they're changing these configurations and altitudes constantly.”

Checked out by Mayfield, Wolle, Silverman and fellow test pilot Joe Sobemk
presented their credentials on the first day of the air show ar the moeming meeting
that preceded each day’s fying.

Here, Domm Flynn eamed ber tide of Air Show Boss, addnessing 2 mocmn full of
hatshat acrobatic pilots with 2 no-nonsense, no-hacktalk demeanor. Sean Tuckes, Dave
Mathieson, Sseve Hinton and representatives of the ULS. Navy'’s Bloe Angels were among
those in attendance. Flynn exphined the precise timetable for each entrance and exit to
the performanoe bax, the cnengency procedunes for loss of radio or Iot brakes and other
essential information. Then she dropped the news—on Satunday, President Obama and
Air Force One would be in town and a special remporary flight restricsion would be in
place arvund San Francisoo Intenmtional Airport. Obarmia wass sceduled 1o Jeave the Gty
homrs before the show, 50 no one was anduly worried, bur Flynn wamed, in what would
turn out (o be prophetic tooes, “The Commander in Chied rurss this show”

80 | AIRWAYS @ Marcn 2015

Samrday dawned bright and cles. The
United pillots were positively giddy with
the difference a day made. On Friday’s
practice day, thick fog made a Jow ceiling
aver the hay and the airline’s operations
stafl was only able 1o provide a Boeing
757. So they were thrilled with the news
thiat 2 Boeisyg 747 was waiting for them
at SFO and the forecast was for hours of
coutinmed chear shoes,

Sibwerman, Sobezak and Wolfe beagan the
25-minute drive to SFO, only to get 2 cill
en route with bad news. The 747 assigned
10 the show was beg taken 1o fill in for
another wide body with a maintenance
none wore G Wolle, the cnly one of the
three whose fill-time job was flyimg the 747
with real, Bve, fare-paying pessengens, and
Flying the 747 “is our pmmber one goal
Period. Becmee that’s what the aowd
wants o soe,” Wolfe tokd me.

Tlenderson  shared  that  opimion
Coordinating the ground activity from
his hotel room in Fisherman's Wharf, he
Tad an idea. The other 747% msintenance
issue couldn’t be deferred for a reverme
flight but, whatever was wrong with the
plane, it was not a problem for the air
show. He called the folks ar United’s
operations desk in Chicago and turned
on the charm, If they gave the team the
747, it would be back with the mechanics

an hour lates, he promised.

With zeent from Chicapo, things were
back on track—but oaly boedly. Parked
at the United Airlines hangar, dubbed the
Super Bay, was Air Foroe Ope. Me Ol
there, all movement in or our of the Super
By wass frowen. The airshow 747 peeded
towing and fucling but thar was not
guing 1o lappen untd the Presdent was
gone. The Air Boss's comment ahout the
Comunnder in Clief runnsng the show
was peoving, to be acomate.

The minutes ticked by until, finally,

President Obama was airborne, keaving
United to restore its flight schedule.

WAW.AIWEYErIWE.ComM
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“PRE-CHECK COMPLETE, THEY WAIT
FOR THE MAINTENANCE RELEASE
REQUIRED FOR THEM TO TAKE OFF BUT
IT DOES NOT COME.”

CLAY LACY

Clay Lacy ks an airline
captain, military
aviator, experimental
test pliot and business
avistion entreprencur.
He haz flown over
300 alrcraft types,
logged more than
50,000 flight hours
and accumudated more
hours flying turbine
powered alrcraft than
any other pllot.
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“Ibe airphiws were bucked up and focling was
baddogged,” Sobcrak told me. It wasnit just the 747.
Every phoe in neod of service or fusel a1 the Super
Bay was now awaiting, attention. The 747 needed
juss 48,000 pounds of fuel and was already kaded
with about hall that. Ten mirmtes was ol #t would
heave raken o have 3 track add the required amouns,

At 13:00, the three pilots still standing by
the parked 757 were delighted 10 see the 747
beginning to move off the gate.

then it stopped,” Silverman recalled. The tug Tad
was hack in motion. By the time it was fueled, it
was 13:45. With their performance scheduled for
14335, the pilots calonlated they would have 1o start
engines by 14:15 1o taxd out and make ther ot

Finally on the flight deck, Wolfe took the lefr sear
and Silverman the right. Scbczak would fly as
safety officer. Pre check completed, they waited
for the mantenance release required for them 1o
take off, bat it did not come. In his hotel room,
Henderson was fighting 2 new batte. "The airline
had reneged on the use of the plane.

“Everybody’s intentions were good, but everybody
has 2 ditferent risk tolerance,” Henderson told me,
notably magnanimoas, weeks later. “One person
says, “That's very acoeptable; we can do it and
maintzin the schedule integrity,’ and the next
person Jooks at the same set of circumstances and
says, ‘No.™

Hexxderson called the crew o tell them to ke their
way hack to the Boeing 757. Only now, they would
Thave 1o huery to meke the performeusce window:

But Henderson coubda et it go. 1 looked mn the
mirror and said, ‘Okay, are we willing to resign
ourselves to the face thar we flew 3 757 yesterday and
we will fly one today, or ane there iy other opGons?™

‘The idea that ocourred to him, = a former
UIS. Air Force Thunderhird, was nothing
short of blasphemy. Henderson knew that the
Thunderbirds and US Navy Blue Anpels were the
g funssh ar any air show. But, if he could convince
the Blue Angels to allow United to fly after them,
he mgghit have enough time to convinee has xirdine
to reinstate the 747. He pat the request to the
FAA's Mayfiedd and Air Boss Flynn, who agreed
10 =k on United's behalf.

“He calls back anxd says it's 2 go,” Hendenson said
of the call from Mayfield. “You can show up with a
747 and come on after the Blues. That'’s 2 go go go™

Wolfe, Salverman and Sobezak wene just about 10
walk off the 747 when Henderson explained he
had shan that deagon. Bur, now, Stlversan bad
a new worry. Fog was seeping in on the bay, high
bur dense over the Caolden Care Bridge.

“T was concerned thar we were going to lose the
show altogether,” Silverman exphiimed. "It would
have been the lesser of two evils to pet in the 757
and sull Luave 2 show 1o put on.”

Al thiis tine, 1 wass satting in the Unsted hospatalicy
tent 2t San Franciscos Marina Green Park,
oblivions to the mrmoil 3t the sirport bur 35 cager

as anyone to see the Boeing 747 in the sky. After

March 2075 | AIRWAYS | o1






all, Td done nothing bur talk shout it for the past 36 hours.
Hendereon explained whey it was imporiant i the show team.

“We advertise o everybody in the world that we an: going o dy
8 747 . There's no comparing the 757 to the 747.7

Lacy concarresd, especially ar San Francisco's air showe “Tnited
ig going to fy 2 747, and 2 747 18 going o be = oabetantial =
the Galden f':ﬂ]:cﬂm‘h:

S0 Henderson told Silverman, “Tm willing o answer o my
bucesses thar we'se going to rake thar risk. Co for the 747.°

By now it waes 15000 The new performance fime was st for
L6t The men pre-Bighved e jumbo jet again wlile watching
the dack and wondering whether this larest arempt woanld
weork. Silverman was anisy, seilching w the 757 was =il an
otion in his mind, but, if they waited oo kang, they conld end
up ot Byt in the show it ol

Ao 15:15, Silvermm reeallad ldi.lg Hhu]!mnl.. 'ﬂkﬁj‘
Spike, we have to make this decision in frve to sizht minutes.
We have o po (in the 747) o0 W AP PG i the 757

TWENTY-FIVE MINUTES LATER THE PLANE
APPEARS FROM ABOVE AN 800-FOOT
HIGH BANK OF FOG. AT 300 KNOTS

IT DESCENDS TO 300 FEET. PEOPLE
LINING EVERY SCRAP OF SHORELINE

ARE WATCHING IN RAPT ATTENTIOM.

Thee crew did mot have 1o wait long. Minutes later, Henderson

“1 puess 1 felt the worst at that time,” Henderson said. *1 talked
to alll the big boys in headquarters and they condd not suppart
the 747" Calling the cockpit, he broke the news we Silwernmn
Tr's ower; go with the 757, I's the 757. You arc flying it snd
Chat's @ wragp.”

Te a soundirack of Happurg switches asd whirring of s
hacking away from instnement panels, the three men eciracted
themselves from the jumbeo jet and started hurrying wowards
the narrow-body. Henderson had hardly had time to adjust io
the: dissppointing news when he gor anather call, this cne from
United’s managing director of Hight operations, Bryan Ohegley.

‘il Py N R ST
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The: executive bad trmmped all other decision maleers, releasing
the Boeing 747 to By in Fleet Week_

“Yian mgui.l.la:i:nl]:u: T pow, w11 i delimitive,” Henderson
recalled Cluipley telling hime Chiickly, he redialed Silverman
Lo get the crew back on the airphme. "Mo this & 100 percent,”
hex practically shonted. *Rryan Chigley has intervened. Yo are
fhying the 747 i the show.”

The 747 Lifted off from Rusway 28R at 15:30. Twenry-five
minutes later, the plane appearsd from ahove an 800-foot-hizgh
hank of fog, At 300 knots, it descended o 300 frer. People
liming every scrap of dhoreline were watching in rapt attention.
The crew had her soaring just showe the graviry bound sailboats,
powerboats, kayaks and ferries. This was dee stant of 2 10 imimute
pas de trois; Walfe, Siherman and Schesk pefomming the
Lallet they hal been relming lor yeurs.

When Capt. Waolfe ook the pluse into a cdimbing left tarn
and curved back voward the air show area with faps cut and
gear o, iU was am mimatable “take-a-look-ar-me-Taly™
mamewver. I was a seamless, witerly mapmificent sight, as the
moer highly recognized jetliner ever made flew low enongh 1o
oller juvw-dropping views of ler massive
propartions.

Before they left for the airpor on
Sutunbay momimg, | =ked the pilos
able 1o we what ther fying looked
Gke io the audience below Schomk

olien w‘dm]'hrmlﬂ view his acl Inomn
thie ground,

Fwven knowing what to expect, | Wi

captivated by the 747 & it poared by

Cnly later, when [lenderson amvived at
the United tent 1o join his wife Danetie to watch the plae fy,
il 1 learn af how all four men had spent their aftermcon. Surely,
i st levwe been Drimstratiog, bul oo obe wis conplanmg,
Te the contrary, Wholfe descibed the day as one of the mest
satistying im his life.

*On ewery level, we overcame the challenges and we had 3
greal slhow, amd everything clicked,” he 1ol me. “We pulled
off spme magic.”

It coonrred to me then that an air show performance is
more than pilots managing the physics of flight. The very
best can meet the inevitable turbulence with competence
and grace. Whar airline docsn’s want to share thar message
with the pablicy -GN
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