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 Presidents' Message
"A Cultre of Storytelling"

By Chris Haven

story,? my dad would say when I came back from a 
solo flight early on.  This request taps into a 
valuable part of participating with the flying 
community: discussion. 

Coming from a family with several pilots, there was 
ample aviation-relevant talk. I heard many 
protracted tales with hand motions and hyperbole, 
but also regular monitoring and discussion of the 
weather, constant references to aviation (and 
military) terminology, and more than the average 
young person?s share of how things work 
mechanically.  

T ell me a war 
Chirs Haven and her dad, Tom Dwelle, 

on a quest for cinnamon rolls, in 
Charleston 2022 
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Whether the details of a flight are harrowing, 
humiliating, or heroic, there?s something to be 
learned from sharing them with another pilot. Taking 
a bit of time to recount the situation, go over the 
action step by step, deliberate what one did and 
should have done, and to have the opportunity to 
hear the opinion of more experienced pilots make 
for interesting and effective learning. Each month 
the AAA meeting creates an opportunity to listen 
and share with people who care about flying.

Talking about flying also gave me something to 
discuss with Dad.  A Vietnam veteran and Air Force 
fighter pilot, he has more than his fair share of 
stories.  Just check out his forthcoming memoir.

See you at the airport,

Chris

?Whether the details of a flight are harrowing, 
humiliating, or heroic, there?s something to be learned 

from sharing them with another pilot.?
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AAA Events

Potluck Menu

Here's what  you can 
bring, according to 

your last name:

MAIN: R-Z

SIDES: J-Q

DESERT:  A-I

5AC 
Meeting

4/ 4

6-6:30pm

General

Membership
Meeting

4/ 5

6-8:30pm
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THIS MONTHS SPEAKER

The April meeting presentation will detail the 
amazing images and science the James Webb 
Space telescope has provided in its first nine 

months of operation. After its first images in July 
2022, textbooks already needed to be rewritten 

with all that Webb had/ has discovered.  Our 
speaker is past AAA president Tim Pinkney, a 

NASA Ambassador. 
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An Update From the 
Managers Desk of KAUN

by Tyghe Richardson

Due to our amazing weather at the end of February 
and beginning of March we had an extremely large 
volume of helicopters utilizing our facility. As usual our 
airport was above the fog, below the clouds and just 
barely out of the snow. Many of the other airports in the 
area were overrun with an abundance of snow and were 
unable to accommodate any aircraft traffic. Pacific Gas 
and Electric utilized our field exclusively for its helicopter 
operations to assist in the restoration of power to our 
neighboring communities. We realize this was an 
inconvenience to many of our airport operations. I would 
like to take this opportunity to express the gratitude of the 
City of Auburn, PG&E, and of course all that received the 
benefit of a faster power restoration due to our airport?s 
efforts. Thank you all for being a great group of aviators! 

This month?s meeting of the AAA will be the first 
meeting to utilize the new conference system in the 
Barnstormers room. This new conference system includes 
an 85-inch television monitor integrated with a wide-angle 
web camera and a very sensitive microphone. We've 
tested this equipment and hope that everyone will enjoy 
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and utilize the new system in the Barnstormers room.

As many of you have noticed we have updated 
the door locks on the pilot lounge and the main 
entrance in the terminal building. The code is now the 
CTAF with the 0. 

As the East End hangar project continues to grow 
closer to completion we have procured and 
programmed new gate cards for the East End gate 
access. If you need a gate card, please see me for the 
appropriate paperwork needed and a card.

This month the City of Auburn entered into a 
contract with Mead and Hunt Inc. for our on-call 
airport planning and environmental consulting 
services. Part of this contract will be a master plan 
update that is required by the FAA. We have 
completed this type of update many times since the 
field was first opened in the 1930?s. Once the process 
gets under way we will be looking for input from the 
airport community. I am confident that everyone 
involved in the process wants to hear from you. 
Expect to see several more updates on this topic in 
the coming months.

I am currently in the office and on site at the 
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airport 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM Tuesdays and Thursdays 
and several other times throughout the week. As 
always please feel free to contact me with all 
questions. The door is always open! 

Tyghe Richardson

Management Analyst Airport

Community & Economic Development

City of Auburn, CA

(530) 888-8174

TRichardson@Auburn.ca.gov
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As The Prop Turns
by Mike Duncan

While we have had a wetter than average 

winter with rain and snow, we still have more to 

come.  After all, April showers bring May flowers 

so be on the lookout for more rain.  As a result of 

the wet winter, the whole of the Sacramento and 

San Joaquin valley are greener and mixed with 

the California poppy and the purple lupine and 

the occasional wild roses.  It makes for a 

beautiful flight.  In that same light Death Valley 

has its own bloom of flowers which is pretty 

spectacular.  The occasional rain and clouds will 

bring some amazing rainbows, particularly 

around your shadow on the clouds. Go out and 

enjoy the good spring weather.



14 Propwash April 2023www.auburnaviationassociation.org

       Student flights have been somewhat limited 
because of the weather, but it has been a good 
time to hit the books.  Yeah, the boring part of 
flying.  However,  Corbin Kunst  has been 
conducting a free ground school on Saturday 
morning in the pilots lounge of the terminal 
building.  If you wish to join just show up or 
contact Corbin at corbin.cfi@gmail.com.  It is a 
great way to keep your head in the flight game , 
even if you can't fly.  He puts on great classes for 
a rusty pilot or a new student wishing to get 
some quality ground instruction. Check it out.  

       Brooklyn Irvine wins scholarship.  Brooklyn 
won the Reno 99's scholarship to obtain her 
Commercial Rating.  Currently working on her 
Instrument and having only completed her 
Private last June she is rapidly moving ahead for 
her Commercial Rating.  She earned her Complex 
Endorsement in a Mooney which she will use to 
obtain her ratings.   The Reno area chapter of the 
99's is a relatively unknown scholarship, but is still 
a big  help to getting a new rating.  For those 
guys who think the 99's is just for girls it is not.   
Feel free to apply.  
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       The flight of the 
Phoenix; a  mythical bird 
rising from the fires of its 
own destruction.  After 
many months of not 
being able to fly my 
Citabria it is finally back 
in the air.  It has a rebuilt 

engine, tail wheel 
assembly, and some new 
interior parts.  The  weather 
is starting to become more 
spring-like and is the 
perfect time for breaking in 
a new engine.  So if you 
see a yellow and blue 
Citabria circling the airport 
at about 5000', it is not 
spying , it is just 
breaking-in a new engine.  

         Well, that is about all for this month.  Good night 
Miss Daisy.

                                                                 The Prop Turner

                                                                       Mike Duncan
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Mach 5 Musings 
from the Mach 5 Aviation 

Clubhouse

With the recent on and off good weather, 
students of Mach 5 Aviation have been shaking 
off the rust and finishing up obtaining their goals 
with training! To start, Meng L. completed his 
commercial multi-engine add-on with Jake 
Heppner as his CFI and Dr. Jim Duvall as his 
examiner in our Tecnam, N976GV. Chris G. 
accomplished his first solo on February 2nd, the 
first solo in one of our Diamond DA-40s, N633DS, 
with his CFI Sam Golding cheering him on! 

On February 5th, Christopher N. finished his 
IFR training with Mark Montague, as another 
graduate of our Part 141 program with William 
Jessup University! On February 9th, Alex D. 
completed his IFR rating, in our first Diamond 
checkride with Dave Tranquilla. The next day, 
Michael B. completed his commercial checkride 



DPE Dave Tranquilla & Alex Dunbar

Brian Reina
Darius  Aliabadi & 
Charlie Mellor

Patrick McCabe

Brian Reina & TS 
Hamilton
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under Chester Gault?s instruction, in N336AF, with 
the DPE Carol Zerbe visiting down from Alaska 
and offering a last-minute slot on her trip! 

On February 13th, Emmanuel ?EJ? J. 
completed his IFR training, with Jake Heppner as 
his instructor and Dr. Duvall as his examiner! Our 
Assistant Chief Flight Instructor Charl ie Mel lor 
got to graduate Darius A. passing his commercial 
checkride in N8321M, with Mark Montague as his 
DPE, sharing the day with the student Sean C., 
who achieved his first solo in N20070 on February 
16th, with Brian Reina as his CFI! 

Brian would also accomplish his own 
multi-engine instructor license the next day in 
N976GV, thanks to Jake Heppner helping him out 
and Dr. Duvall performing the checkride! Which 
then brings us to the day after that, the 18th, 
where Brian?s student Patrick ?Cole? M. became 
a brand new licensed pilot, flying N20070 and 
Mark Montague as his examiner. 



Emmanuel JimmyChris Gallagher

Brian Reina & Sean CollinsDPE Dave Tranquilla & 
Ryan Blackstone
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In March, we had Ryan B. finish up his private 
pilot checkride in N20070 with Dave Tranquilla as 
his DPE and Brian Reina as his CFI, on the 3rd! 
That same day, Bryan C. accomplished his IFR 
rating, with as his CFI and Mark Montague as his 
examiner. On March 15th, our own CFI Brian 
Nipper achieved his multi-engine commercial 
add-on with DPE Dr. Jim Duvall! Dwight  S. 
achieved his IFR rating under Brian Reina?s 
instruction in N7954G, with Mark Montague as his 
examiner. And wrapping it up, TS Hamilton 
soloed for the first time on March 24th, with CFI 
Brian Reina watching from the ground.

We also would like to introduce our newest 
CFII to our roster of instructors ? Sarah Reese, 
who is coming to us from Sacramento to join our 
Auburn family. Welcome, Sarah! 



Photos

Fir st off icer , Rory Ondracek , 
shares h is f l ight in to KPQI in   

CRJ-700 

"H-20 responded to Johnson Canyon near Donner 
Summit for a snow mobile accident involving a 43 year 

old male with a broken leg.  Helicopter Rescue 
Technicians from the Truckee Tahoe Regional Rescue 
Team were inserted nearby and skied to the patient."

-CHP Valley Division Air Operations

https://www.facebook.com/CHPValleyAirOps/
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$17.00



Endowment Fund Corporate Sponsors
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Contact Doug Fee w ith questions: secretar y@auburnaviationassociation.org
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AAA Members

LIFETIME MEMBERS

Gold $2500        Silver $1500       Bronze $750

 Honorary Lifetime Members  

Clarence "Bud" Anderson
Noah & Renata Mackenroth

We thank our l ifet ime members for 
their donat ions to the AAA 

Endowment

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
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Gold Lifetime Members
 Doug & Yvonne Fee

Tom Murray
Don & Lori Wolfe

Peggy Dwelle 
Jerry Severson & Nancy Benjamin

Tom Dwelle
Mike Long

Tim Pinkney
Casey Long
Ash Vidal

Patricia & Neil Munro  
Bob & Allison Dobransky

Randy & Lisa Leys
Aaron Murray
Matt Dicicco 
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Silver Lifetime Members 

Mike Duncan

Mike Shoemaker

 Jay Selby

Shawn &  Juliette Bickford

Steven Hogge 

Keenan Kokoul & Leah Kokoul

Andy Anderson

David & Stephanie Holloway 



28 Propwash April 2023www.auburnaviationassociation.org

Bronze Lifetime Members
Mike Sullivan
Peter Hastert

Joanie & Wayne Mooneyham
Chris & David Haven

Kyle Kokoul
Gary & Darlene Mourning

Richard Anderson
Mark Pilkington

Doug & Nancy Van Howd

Joe & Ann Bittaker 
Chris Luvara
Ken Ristuben
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General Members
Lifetime Scholarship Winners

Aaron & Shasta Adam
Gavin Alder

Andy Anderson 
Don & Mona Anderson

Bob Andosca
Chris Anselmi  
Tom Arbogast

Mark & Sharon Bateson
Frank Bell  
Jack Bell

Jordan Benedict 
Elen Brandt

Christian Bivens
Tom & Judy Boucree  
Christopher Bouley

Adrian Boyer 
Darcy Brewer & Greg Gappert  

Brandon Brown 
Kelly Bruno  

Aaron & Heather Burns
John & Hilary Burns

John Hudek Jr.  
Julia Carey  

Matthew Carlson
Kristina Caroll  

Paula Celick & Larry LaVerne  
Andrew Chubatenko 

Amanda D'Amour
Derek De Oliveira
Brandon Dever
Helen Dobeck

Micah Doe
Eric & Kera Dolan  

John & Kathy Donlevy
Will Dougherty
Jessi Dreschler 

David M. Dwelle & Jeffrey Roth
Ken & Judy Dwelle  

Steven Elliott 
Kent English

Dan & Susanne Flom 
Dan & Karen Foster  

Elmer & Mary Ann Frank  
Sydney Greene

Akash Guha 
Christopher Hale
Diane Hammer
Rick Hammer
Robert Hewett  
Rose Horsman
Brooklyn Irvine   
Kadie Jacobs 

James Jacobson  
Jake Jensen
Jaian Jiminez  

Lyle & Jane Kelsey  
Christine Koenigsecker 
Erik & Diksha Knierim

Cade Lawley 
Steven Lease 

Kyle Lehr 
Rogelio Leon
Casey Long 

Dion Louthan 
Ray & Linda Lux  
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B M 
Renata Mackenroth

Samuel Mach
Christian Madsen
Patrick Marquina
Jeanie Marshall  

Frank & Debralyn Martinez  
Shane McAlister   

Doug McDougall & 
Rosemarie La Rocca

Mia McKnight  
Tammy Meredith 

Calvin Miller 
Rob & Teri Miller   

*Nick Moore 
Christopher Morales 

Chase & Natalie Morgan
Karsten Murphy
Michael Murphy

Aaron Murray
Justin Nedley

Kenneth & Diana Nielsen  
Nathaniel Olchefske 

Rory Ondracek  
*Tenley Ong
Adriel Palaia 

Elizabeth Paval
Mike Peters  

Bonnie Potter
Bill & Nanci Radakovitz  

Tyghe Richardson
Bethany Robarts  

Steve Roselle

Benjamin Rubash  
Ben Samp

John & Beverly Samp  
David Sanborn 
Mark Sandoval

 

Mikaela Sawaya  
Martin & Dawn Scheyhing  
Bernie & Jay Schroeder 
Bob & Stephanie Snyder  

Michael St. Denis
Pierce & Gaylie Stewart

Sydney Sunseri-Robertson  
Ann Sweeney 
Caleb Switzer  

Camile Tricomo  
Larry Uzelac   

Doug & Nancy Van Howd  
Philip Vardara  

Gary & Clytie Vogt  
Vaclav Vyvoda & Ingrid Westin

Christian Watt  
Marleen Wekell & Steve Kendall

Randy Winn 
Stewart & Roxana Wells
Walt & Bonnie Wilson  

Scott & Sharon Woodland
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OFFICERS
President  - Chris Haven - president@auburnaviat ionassociat ion.org 

Vice President  - Dan Flom - vp@auburnaviat ionassociat ion.org 

Secretary - Doug Fee - secretary@auburnaviat ionassociat ion.org

Treasurer - David Dwel le - t reasurer@auburnaviat ionassociat ion.org

BOARD MEMBERS
Past President - Chase Morgan - pastpres@auburnaviationassociation.org 

Scholarship Director - Don Wolfe - 
scholarship@auburnaviationassociation.org

Assistant Scholarship - James Jacobson - skyfund1539@gmail.com

Membership Director - Peter Hastert - 
membership@auburnaviationassociation.org

Publicity Director - David Sanborn - publicity@auburnaviationassociation.org

Propwash Editor - Mike Duncan - duncan7kcab@sbcglobal.net 

5AC Chair - Ken Dwelle - 5ac@auburnaviationassociation.org

Board Member at Large - Joanie Mooneyham - joaniemoon05@gmail.com 

Donations Coordinator - Nancy Benjamin - don_benj@pacbell.net 

Special thanks to Brooklyn Irvine for laying out the newsletter and David Sanborn 

for managing distribution of the newsletter.

 2023 AAA Board
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