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 Presidents' Message
By Chris Haven

 at  the end of your  l i fe you regret the th ings 
you didn?t do.

M any t im es in  conversat ion som eone has 
said to m e that they wanted to learn to f ly 
when they were younger. Reasons for  not 
doing so com e next. M aybe they went off to 
col lege or  m oved away - geographical ly or  
otherwise - fr om  pi lots they knew.  M aybe 
they perceived a lack  of suppor t fr om  
parents and peers, and/or  had scarce funds, 
not to m ention feel ing am bivalence about 
the unknown. You m ay have exper ienced 

T  hey say that
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som e of these obstacles yoursel f.

 

Tel l  them  they can help a young pi lot by 
donating to an organizat ion l ike the Auburn 
Aviat ion Associat ion Education Endowm ent 
Fund at the Placer  Com m unity Foundation. 
Encourage them  to turn a lost oppor tun i ty 
in to assistance for  a k id who CAN achieve 
that goal . W hether  f lying is st i l l  a bucket l ist  
i tem  or  a long-lost dream , they can help 
som eone fu l f i l l  their  own aim s by donating 
to the fund. AAA Scholar ship Director  Don 
W olfe and his team  of volunteers know what 
to do after  that.

See you at the air por t ,

Chr is
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AAA Events

Potluck Menu

H ere's what  you can 
br ing, according to 

your  last nam e:

M AIN: A-I

SIDES: R-Z

DESERT:  J-Q

5AC 
M eeting

2/28

6-6:30pm

General

M em bership
M eeting

3/1

6-8:30pm
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An Update From the 
Managers Desk of KAUN

by Tyghe Richardson

A l i t t le about 
m e; I  grew up in  
Auburn and around 
the Auburn air por t . 
I  am  a graduate of 
Sier ra Col lege and 
C.S.U. Sacram ento, 
where I  earned m y 
AA  in  General  
Studies and a BA in  
Ar t and Photography,  r espect ively. I  attended  and 
graduated fr om  the W estern Col lege Of 
Auct ioneer ing in  Bi l l ings,  M ontana. I  am  a 
l icensed pr ivate pi lot  wi th an instrum ent r at ing 
and roughly  500 hours of f l ight t im e. I  r eceived 
both m y pr ivate pi lot  l icense and m y instrum ent 
r at ing at the Auburn air por t . W e own and pi lot a 
M ooney M -20-J  201 based and hangared at the 
Auburn air por t . W hen not f lying or  work ing I   
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enjoy assist ing with the m aintenance of our  
air craft  wi th m y AM P?s supervision of course.  

I  spent the past few decades in  r eal  estate and 
offer  a vast knowledge of the  r eal  estate m arket 
and the econom ics sur rounding i t . I 've spent 
m uch of m y  r eal  estate career  m anaging 
proper ty, sel l ing proper ty, negotiat ing and  
r eviewing leases, and m anaging leases. This 
career  change and posi t ion  m anaging at the 
Auburn air por t  al lows m e to br ing two of m y 
passions  together. I 'm  extrem ely happy that the 
ci ty of Auburn and the h ir ing panel   selected m e 
to step in  and m anage the Auburn air por t . I 'm  
look ing forward  to the oppor tun i ty to navigate al l  
aspects of the Auburn air por t  for  m any years to 
com e.  

In  m y shor t t im e in  th is posi t ion, I  have 
not iced that one of our  biggest  needs is noise 
abatem ent education. H aving the oppor tun i ty to 
see the  docum entat ion used to design the noise 
abatem ent procedure has given m e  a new 
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understanding as a pi lot  of i ts im por tance, and 
what went in to  select ing the 230 deg tr ack  fr om  
25. To accom pl ish the goal  of noise  abatem ent 
education the 5 AC and the ci ty have been 
work ing on updating  and clar i fying our  noise 
abatem ent brochure. This update should be  
publ ished soon. I f you would l ike to see the data 
behind i t , I  have a  wonder fu l  PowerPoint avai lable 
for  your  r eview or  I  would be happy to  present i t  
to a group for  discussion. Please let m e know i f 
you would l ike to  schedule a presentat ion.  

Pr ior  to accepting th is posi t ion, I  had no idea 
how m uch funding the Federal   governm ent 
provides to air por ts. Al l  of th is funding is 
m anaged through the  FAA and i ts grant 
m anagem ent system s. As we al l  know the FAA is 
very  detai led and thorough. I  have been work ing 
with Jonathan W r ight, the FAA,  the FAA 
SFO-ADO, and our  consul tants to ensure and 
secure cont inued  project funding and keep our  
air por t  im provem ent projects m oving forward.  In  
the last m onth we have in ter viewed 
environm ental  and engineer ing  com panies to 



10 Propwash March 2023www.auburnaviationassociation.org

ensure that the Auburn air por t  r eceived the best 
design review and environm ental  work  avai lable. 
The next few m onths wi l l  hold a lot of  paperwork , 
grant subm ission, project and proposal  r eviews 
and other  such  processes to cont inue our  grants. 
Com ing up in  the next year  we wi l l  be  holding 
m eetings regarding the air por t  and i ts m aster  
plan update. W e wi l l  be sol ici t ing the input of 
air por t  stakeholders to accom pl ish th is update.  

The new hel icopter  pads wi l l  be com pleted in  
the next few m onths. The  contractor s are 
cur rent ly wait ing for  the weather  to be 
accom m odated for  the asphal t  to be laid. I f  you 
have a plane in  a t ie down your  M arch invoice wi l l  
include a not ice  in form ing you that our  
m aintenance team  wi l l  be per form ing crack  
seal ing.  Prop wash and the Apr i l  invoice wi l l  
contain  proposed dates for  the crack   seal ing 
project. The dates wi l l  be subject to change based 
on the weather.   As m ost of you know the pi lot 
lounge now has a coded lock  for  after  hours  pi lot  
access.  W e are work ing in  the air por t  m anager 's 
off ice. W e are updating the off ice in   the next few 
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weeks, m y off ice hours wi l l  becom e regular  at the 
air por t  star t ing in  M arch. M y in i t ial  schedule wi l l  
be Tuesday and Thursday m orn ings  at the air por t  
the balance of the week  I  wi l l  be in  Ci ty H al l . I  am  
always  avai lable for  m eetings at the Airpor t  or  
Ci ty H al l . I t  is the in tent ion of the  Ci ty and m y 
in tent ion to have an open-door  pol icy. Please don 't  
hesi tate to  stop in  wi th quest ions or  concerns any 
t im e. I f for  som e reason I 'm  not  avai lable at that 
t im e, please feel  fr ee to r each out via phone or  
em ai l . The  air por t  off ice's phone num ber  is (530) 
888-8174. I f your  i tem  needs  considerable t im e, 
we should m ake an appointm ent so we can 
concentrate  on that m atter  and give i t  the 
attent ion i t  deserves. 

Tyghe Richardson 

M anagem ent Analyst Air por t   

Com m unity & Econom ic Developm ent 

Ci ty of Auburn, CA 

(530) 888-8174 

TRichardson@Auburn.ca.gov
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As The Prop Turns
by Mike Duncan

  W el l  Valent ine's Day has com e and gone.  H opeful ly, 

you and your  Valent ine had a wonder fu l  day.  St. 

Patr ick 's Day is not far  behind.  Rainbows, green beer , 

leprechauns and a pot of gold m ay be in  your  future.  

That pot of gold for   m any of you m ight be in  the form  

of our  scholar ship program  which gives out tens of 

thousands of dol lar s each year  to those deserving folks 

to advance their  am bit ions in  aviat ion.  This 

oppor tun i ty wi l l  close at the end of the  m onth, 

February 28, 2023, to qual i fy for  the Auburn Aviat ion 

Scholar ship for  th is year.   Addi t ional  scholar ships are 

avai lable through the Reno 99's (closing date M arch 3), 

The Golden Em pire Flying Club, out of Nevada County 

Airpor t  (apply between 1 Feb 2023 and Apr i l  30, 2023), 

and the AOPA ( Air craft  Owners and Pi lots 

Associat ion).

     Our  accom pl ishm ents for  th is m onth are few but 
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pretty am azing.  Kir k  Belding was able to solo in  a 

Cessna 172 at Auburn.  Kir k  fol lowed his son Phoenix 

Belding who soloed a few weeks ear l ier ; too late for  our  

last newsletter. Both have Steve Bazor  as their  

instructor.  Di l lon H ol loway was able to solo on h is 

sixteenth bir thday. Not on ly was he  able to solo on h is 

bir thday but he soloed in  TW O airplanes.  M ost people 

on ly m anaged to solo one air plane and a tr icycle 

air plane at that.  Di l lon soloed in  a Citabr ia 7KCAB and 

a Cessna 185.  

Both air planes are conventional  landing gear  

air craft  (tai lwheel  air plane).  Di l lon has been f lying 

with h is dad for  a num ber  of years in  these air planes 

and got the bug to f ly.  W ith the help of  Don W olfe* 

and Kel ly Richards to get through the off icial  t r ain ing 

required and  logbook  endorsem ents he was able to 

solo.  On February 19th, 2023 they al l  m et ear ly on a 

beauti fu l  Sunday m orn ing to celebrate h is bir thday.  

Di l lon pre-f l ighted both air craft  and chose the ?Beast? 

(Cessna 185) to f ly f i r st .  A quick  f l ight wi th Don W olfe* 



Dillon H olloway & "The Beast"

Left to Right: Kelly Richards, Dillon H olloway, David H olloway, & Don W olfe
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to sett le down both Di l lon and Don and Di l lon was off.  

A caut ious f i r st  take off and n ice pattern to a per fect 

three point (fu l l  stal l   landing) to a fu l l   stop to a great 

r el ief to al l .  Don could now resum e breathing.  Di l lon 

fol lowed that wi th two m ore take offs and lands, each 

with a l i t t le m ore confidence.  Now i t  was t im e for  the 

Citabr ia.  A m uch l ighter  air plane with a st ick   and 

tandem  seating.  H e accom pl ished three landings in  

the air plane with ease; two fu l l  stal l  landings and a n ice 

wheel  landing to end his f i r st  solo.  Now onto the 

bir thday cake.

     *Don W olfe is a r et i r ed  m i l i tar y and air l ine pi lot  and 

a CFI wi th thousands of f l ight hours.  On th is day, 

February 19, 2023 Don soloed his f i r st  student as a f l ight 

instructor.  In  a way i t  is the f i r st  solo for  both Di l lon 

and Don; so we took  both of their  shir t tai ls.

       W el l  that is al l  for  th is m onth, so  Good Night  M iss 

Daisy.

                                                                              The Prop Turner

                                                                                M ike Duncan



Photos

AAA m em ber  Dean 
Jacobson

Cloud layer  over  the 
Nor thern Coast 



"Not th is shiny since 
1946"

Phi l ip Vardaras' 
upgraded Ercoupe 
cour tesy M ach 5.



Godzi l la Ki t ty
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$17.00



Endowment Fund Corporate Sponsors
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AAA Members

LIFETIME MEMBERS

We thank our l ifet ime members for their donat ions to the 
AAA Endowment

Gold $2500        Silver $1500       Bronze $750

 Honorary Lifetime Members  

Clarence "Bud" Anderson
Noah & Renata Mackenroth

We thank our l ifet ime members for their 
donat ions to the 

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
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Gold Lifetime Members
 Doug & Yvonne Fee

Tom Murray
Don & Lori Wolfe

Peggy Dwelle 
Jerry Severson & Nancy Benjamin

Tom Dwelle
Mike Long

Tim Pinkney
Casey Long
Ash Vidal

Patricia & Neil Munro  
Bob & Allison Dobransky

Randy & Lisa Leys
Aaron Murray
Matt Dicicco 
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Silver Lifetime Members 

Mike Duncan

Mike Shoemaker

 Jay Selby

Shawn &  Juliette Bickford

Steven Hogge 

Keenan Kokoul & Leah Kokoul

Andy Anderson

David & Stephanie Holloway 
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Bronze Lifetime Members
Mike Sullivan
Peter Hastert

Joanie & Wayne Mooneyham
Chris & David Haven

Kyle Kokoul
Gary & Darlene Mourning

Richard Anderson
Mark Pilkington

Doug & Nancy Van Howd

Joe & Ann Bittaker 
Chris Luvara
Ken Ristuben
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General Members
Lifetime Scholarship Winners

Aaron & Shasta Adam
Gavin Alder

Andy Anderson 
Don & Mona Anderson

Bob Andosca
Chris Anselmi  
Tom Arbogast

Mark & Sharon Bateson
Frank Bell  
Jack Bell

Jordan Benedict 
Elen Brandt

Christian Bivens
Tom & Judy Boucree  
Christopher Bouley

Adrian Boyer 
Darcy Brewer & Greg Gappert  

Brandon Brown 
Kelly Bruno  

Aaron & Heather Burns
John & Hilary Burns

John Hudek Jr.  
Julia Carey  

Matthew Carlson
Kristina Caroll  

Paula Celick & Larry LaVerne  
Andrew Chubatenko 

Amanda D'Amour
Derek De Oliveira
Brandon Dever
Helen Dobeck

Micah Doe
Eric & Kera Dolan  

John & Kathy Donlevy
Will Dougherty
Jessi Dreschler 

David M. Dwelle & Jeffrey Roth
Ken & Judy Dwelle  

Steven Elliott 
Kent English

Dan & Susanne Flom 
Dan & Karen Foster  

Elmer & Mary Ann Frank  
Sydney Greene

Akash Guha 
Christopher Hale
Diane Hammer
Rick Hammer
Robert Hewett  
Rose Horsman
Brooklyn Irvine   
Kadie Jacobs 

James Jacobson  
Jake Jensen
Jaian Jiminez  

Lyle & Jane Kelsey  
Christine Koenigsecker 
Erik & Diksha Knierim

Cade Lawley 
Steven Lease 

Kyle Lehr 
Rogelio Leon
Casey Long 

Dion Louthan 
Ray & Linda Lux  
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B M 
Renata Mackenroth

Samuel Mach
Christian Madsen
Patrick Marquina
Jeanie Marshall  

Frank & Debralyn Martinez  
Shane McAlister   

Doug McDougall & 
Rosemarie La Rocca

Mia McKnight  
Tammy Meredith 

Calvin Miller 
Rob & Teri Miller   

*Nick Moore 
Christopher Morales 

Chase & Natalie Morgan
Karsten Murphy
Michael Murphy

Aaron Murray
Justin Nedley

Kenneth & Diana Nielsen  
Nathaniel Olchefske 

Rory Ondracek  
*Tenley Ong
Adriel Palaia 

Elizabeth Paval
Mike Peters  

Bonnie Potter
Bill & Nanci Radakovitz  

Tyghe Richardson
Bethany Robarts  

Steve Roselle

Benjamin Rubash  
Ben Samp

John & Beverly Samp  
David Sanborn 
Mark Sandoval

 

Mikaela Sawaya  
Martin & Dawn Scheyhing  
Bernie & Jay Schroeder 
Bob & Stephanie Snyder  

Michael St. Denis
Pierce & Gaylie Stewart

Sydney Sunseri-Robertson  
Ann Sweeney 
Caleb Switzer  

Camile Tricomo  
Larry Uzelac   

Doug & Nancy Van Howd  
Philip Vardara  

Gary & Clytie Vogt  
Vaclav Vyvoda & Ingrid Westin

Christian Watt  
Marleen Wekell & Steve Kendall

Randy Winn 
Stewart & Roxana Wells
Walt & Bonnie Wilson  

Scott & Sharon Woodland
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OFFICERS
President  - Chris Haven - president@auburnaviat ionassociat ion.org 

Vice President  - Dan Flom - vp@auburnaviat ionassociat ion.org 

Secretary - Doug Fee - secretary@auburnaviat ionassociat ion.org

Treasurer - David Dwel le - t reasurer@auburnaviat ionassociat ion.org

BOARD MEMBERS
Past President - Chase Morgan - pastpres@auburnaviationassociation.org 

Scholarship Director - Don Wolfe - 
scholarship@auburnaviationassociation.org

Assistant Scholarship - James Jacobson - skyfund1539@gmail.com

Membership Director - Peter Hastert - 
membership@auburnaviationassociation.org

Publicity Director - David Sanborn - publicity@auburnaviationassociation.org

Propwash Editor - Mike Duncan - duncan7kcab@sbcglobal.net 

5AC Chair - Ken Dwelle - 5ac@auburnaviationassociation.org

Board Member at Large - Joanie Mooneyham - joaniemoon05@gmail.com 

Donations Coordinator - Nancy Benjamin - don_benj@pacbell.net 

Special thanks to Brooklyn Irvine for laying out the newsletter and David Sanborn 

for

  managing distribution of the newsletter.

 2023 AAA Board
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Contact Doug Fee w ith questions: secretar y@auburnaviationassociation.org
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