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President's Message
By Doug McDougall

Unti l  r ecently i t 's

 been a great sum m er ! As we 
began to see the end of the 

season, we had avoided extrem ely h igh tem peratures 
and sm okey condit ions. At the end of August, 
Rosem ar ie and I  left  for  a 2-week  tr ip to Canada and 
whi le we were en joying a 
wonder fu l  t im e up there, the 
roof fel l  in  as the worst heat of 
the sum m er  descended on 
Nor thern Cal i forn ia. Our  2-day 
tr ip hom e was just beginn ing 
when a fr iend texted to let us 
know a f i r e had broken out in  
the canyon near  Foresth i l l . 
Even though we were 
prepared, i t  was an eye-opener  
to com e over  the Sier ras at 
Squaw Val ley. Through the sm oke we watched an 
apocalypt ic clouds developing over  the f i r e, dir ect ly 
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ahead of us. Rosem ar ie suggested a left  turn of 20 
degrees, which proved to be an excel lent choice. W e 
kept a heal thy distance fr om  the TFR, and by the t im e 
we were near ing Placervi l le, we were com pletely out of 
the sm oke and could see KAUN and the Foresth i l l  
Br idge.

M any had their  l ives disrupted by the M osquito 
Fir e. Quite a few spent the better  par t  of 2 weeks 
evacuated. Our  AAA President, Chase M organ was 
cer tain ly am ong those affected. The evidence: A cal l  
about a week  after  the f i r e broke out ask ing m e i f I?d 
please wr i te the President?s M essage for  th is m onth?s 
Propwash. H e explained that he was work ing hard to 
m ove the si te of h is upcom ing wedding fr om  Foresth i l l  
to another  venue near  Nevada City. I  cer tain ly couldn?t 
turn h im  down. As you can see fr om  the photos, th ings 
worked out, and their  wedding cam e off wi thout any 
fur ther  h i tches. Congratulat ions Chase and Natal ie! 

Soon after  h is cal l , we got the best Septem ber  rain  th is 
par t  of the wor ld has seen in  at least the last 20 years. 
As a resul t , a lot of people displaced by the f i r e were 
able to r eturn to their  hom es, and the The progress of 
the f i r e was slowed substant ial ly.
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There has been considerable dialogue between 
Placer  County and air craft  owners regarding tax 
assessm ents since the 2022 tax bi l ls cam e out over  the 
sum m er. M any air craft  have seen their  assessed values 
increase. At the last 5AC m eeting,  Jaim e Kir kpatr ick  
fr om  the Placer  County Assessor?s Office gave an 
excel lent explanation of the process The county goes 
through in  valu ing air craft  for  taxat ion purposes. I t  is 
im por tant to note that sm al l  er ror s m ade when f i l l ing 
out the form  can resul t  in  sign i f icant er ror s in  the 
process, often not in  the owners? favor. I f  you have any 
quest ions about that process, Jam ie urged folks to 
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contact the Placer  County Assessor?s Office to r eview 
your  valuat ion form  and ver i fy that everyth ing on i t  is 
cor rect. They can be reached by em ai l  at 
asrbusiness@placer.ca.gov or  on the phone at 
530-889-4300. Any m oney you save by doing so can be 
re-invested in  Avgas. 

This t im e of the year  is nom inat ion season for  the 
board of AAA. I t  is the Past President?s duty to f i l l  out 
the roster  of nom inat ions to the AAA board for  the 
com ing year ,  and our  Randy Leys been work ing hard 
for  the past 2 m onths doing just that. H e has assem bled 
a great r oster  of people ready and wi l l ing to take on the 
chal lenges of var ious board posi t ions. Thanks, Randy 
for  your  hard work  on th is and for  the great job you?ve 
done. 

Now i t?s t im e for  us as m em bers of AAA to do our  
par t . Be sure to attend our  r egular  m onthly m eeting on 
Oct. 5 to br ing forward any nom inat ions you m ay have, 
and to vote in  the new board. I t?s on ly wi th our  
m em bers? par t icipat ion that we can keep KAUN?s 
reputat ion as the best sm al l  ai r por t  in  Nor thern 
Cal i forn ia.
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i  want  yo u  t o  
vo l un t eer  f o r  AAA

W e're looking for  volunteers! There are numerous 
oppor tunities to lend a hand at your  neighborhood airpor t; 

consider  offer ing one of your  abilities.

I f you're interested in par ticipating, speak up at the following 
meeting or  call Randy Leys at (956)  453-7050 ...
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AAA Events

5AC M eeting

10/4

6-6:30

General

M em bership

M eeting

10/5

6-8:30

Potluck Menu
H ere's what  you can 

br ing, according to your  
last nam e:

M AIN: M -Z

SIDES: G-L

DESERT:  A-F

Both m eetings wi l l  
broadcast via ZOOM . Use  

sam e l ink  for  both.

Our  speak er  th i s m on th  w i l l  be Gen er al  M i k e 
Peter s, USAF (r et .) w ho w as am on g the f i r st  on  

the scen e at  M oun t  St . H el en ?s er upt i on , an d  w ho 
con t i n ued  to w or k  ther e th r oughou t  the r escue 

an d  r ecover y m i ssi on . Don ?t  m i ss th i s 
oppor tun i ty  to hear  M i k e?s f i r sthan d  accoun t  of  

h i s d r am at i c stor y.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2204434035?pwd=VTNxRGlJTHlIMWtidGhReE9YVzVxUT09
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Airport Manager Report
by Jonathan Wright

Dear  Auburn Airpor t  Com m unity,

 

As we enter  October , the City?s m ajor  projects are al l  
com ing to a head. In  fact, both the East End H angar  
project and the hel icopter  park ing area project are 
star t ing sim ul taneously on October  3, 2022, which wi l l  
create a lot of vehicle tr aff ic over  the next three 
m onths. W e wi l l  do our  best to m in im ize the im pact 
on our  stakeholders as these projects progress but 
there wi l l  be som e. Please com m unicate any issues 
with Am ber  (acar rel l@auburn.ca.gov )or  I  di r ect ly 
and we wi l l  work  to get them  resolved im m ediately. 
Again, I  keep gett ing asked the quest ion about r unway 
closures and at th is t im e we are not expect ing any 
runway closures dur ing th is process, on ly tem porary 
taxiway detours.

 

Speak ing of construct ion, you wi l l  not ice that I  posted 
a NOTAM  regarding a giant (250? tal l ) crane 1.5 m i les 
southwest of Runway 25. This crane is par t  of Placer  
County?s ongoing expansion of their  bui ldings at the 
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County?s cam pus located off Bel l  Road. Expect i t  to be 
there for  the next 6 m onths at least.

 

Leases are an ongoing topic of discussion at the air por t , 
and m ost of you are t i r ed of hear ing m e talk  about them . 
H owever , i t  has com e to m y attent ion that som e leases 
and subleases m ay have been sold without the benefi t  of 
Ci ty approval . I  am  not here to m ake anyone?s tr ansact ion 
any harder , but al l  ai r por t  leases do require the approval  
of the City pr ior  to tr ansfer r ing ownership. I  can usual ly 
get the process of lease assignm ent done with in  45 days 
so please keep th is step-in  m ind when deciding to sel l  or  
sublet your  hangar.

 

W elp, here we go again. The Federal  Governm ent has 
announced the second round of their  term inal  bui lding 
grants and th is t im e with m ore guidance. W e are being 
told that i t  is best to break  the project down in to sm al ler  
pieces and apply for  m ul t iple r ounds rather  than tr ying to 
fund the ent i r e term inal  bui lding replacem ent under  one 
grant. This br ings in  a cer tain  level  of project uncer tain ty 
but i f  we can get through the design phase with the 
cur rent federal  funds than we wi l l  be ready for  whatever  
funding is m ade avai lable in  the future. This is the 
str ategy I  wi l l  em brace on th is next appl icat ion.  
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W e are f inal ly h ir ing help for  the air por t . I f  you or  
som eone you know is in terested in  enter ing the f ield of 
local  governm ent and work ing with al l  of the m any 
projects we have going at the air por t , we are h ir ing a 
M anagem ent Analyst to help m e to be as effect ive in  
serving the air por t  as I  can be. This would be a great 
oppor tun i ty for  som eone who can work  independently, 
is project focused and l ikes to get stuff done.

 

Final ly, as a rem inder , the City?s new air por t  fee schedule 
goes in to effect October  1, 2022.

 

As always, i t  is m y pr ivi lege to serve the Auburn aviat ion 
com m unity.    

 

Jonathan W r ight

https://www.auburn.ca.gov/Blog.aspx?CID=2
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As The Prop Turns
by Micheal Duncan

     Fal l  has ar r ived, the weather  is not so hot and 
hopeful ly the f i r es are over.  Lincoln is having an Open 
H ouse on October  the 8 th.  This is a great oppor tun i ty to 
m eet your  r equirem ent for  your  display days for  
proper ty tax purposes and see som e real ly in terest ing 
air planes.  At least one of those 12 days is r equired.  
Richard Per i l  (form er ly of Auburn air por t) is one of the 
contact people for  volunteers or  just the schedule of 
events.

      W ith the f i r es and sm oke and the hot tem peratures 
f lying has been cur tai led a l i t t le bi t , but the pi lot  
cer t i f icates are st i l l  com ing.  Pr ior  to h is depar ture to 
the wor ld of the air l ines, Ror y On dr acek  had two 

students pass their  check  r ides.  Vi n cen t  Edson  earned 

his Pr ivate Pi lots wi th Ji m  Duval l  as his pi lot  exam iner.  

Vincent com pleted h is l icense in  a C-152 after  going 
through var ious problem s in  h is C-150. As i t  turned out 
i t  was a vent ing problem  in  the fuel  system .  I t  is 
am azing how a few bugs can prevent the fuel  fr om  
flowing to the engine, but al l  is wel l  now.  H e is off and 
running in  h is own air plane and having a great t im e.  
Rory?s second student was M i guel  Gon zal ez earn ing 
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Rory Ondracek & 
M iguel 

Gonzalez

Rory Ondracek & Vincent 

Edson

Matthew Carlson & Brooklyn Irvine

Rory Ondracek & Miguel 

Gonzalez
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his M ul t i -engine rat ing.  M iguel  earned the m ul t i -engine 
rat ing in  Sky Trai ls Aviat ion?s Cessna 310 with Jam es 
Duval l  as the Designated Pi lot Exam iner. As I  wrote, th is 
was Rory?s last student at Auburn due to m oving on to 
the air l ines. M ost r ecently; M atthew  Car l son  r ecieved 

his instrum ent r at ing with the help of safety pi lot ,  
Br ook l yn  I r v i n e, and, CFI I  H el en  Dobeck ,  through  DPE 

Dave Tr an qu i l l a. Congratulat ions to al l  on a job wel l  

done and good luck  in  your  future f lying.

      For  those look ing for  hangars, the ear th work  has 
star ted and the hangars are on the way to being bui l t .  
W hi le not cheap, they have said that your  f i r st  born is 
not r equired.  Com plet ion t im e should be about late 
spr ing assum ing there wi l l  not be any delays for  weather , 
etc.  Check  with Jonathan W r ight (Air por t  m anager ) for  
contact in form ation for  the bui lder. Fur ther  updates wi l l  
com e each m onth otherwise. 

       On a sad note for  th is m onth,  Richard Conte died in  
an air plane accident on Septem ber  4 th dur ing a tr ain ing 
f l ight.  Richard was a popular  DPE local ly and had his own 
char ter  service and a/ c m anagem ent business.  Richard 
spent a lot of t im e helping and m entor ing other  pi lots 
in to aviat ion.  Addi t ional ly he worked with var ious local  
law enforcem ent agencies in  tr ain ing their  pi lots in  
hel icopter s and m aintain ing their  proficiency. A very 
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highly proficient pi lot , excel lent instructor , and great 
m entor  of pi lots.  In  that l ight an endowm ent has been 
set up to help fund up and com ing pi lots to achieve their  
goals.  Check  out the endowm ent foundation in  th is 
issue to m ake donations.  Richard wi l l  be m issed for  al l  
the th ings he has done, but wi l l  be rem em bered through 
th is endowm ent. 

       Elect ions for  AAA are com ing up next m onth.  A l ist  
of candidates has been proposed, but there is st i l l  r oom  
for  anyone wanting to serve the associat ion.  Be 
prepared to volunteer.

       The Capital  Air show wi l l  be on the weekend of the 30 
of Septem ber.  There should be som e great m i l i tar y as 
wel l  civi l ian stat ic as wel l  as aer ial  displays.  I t  is a great 
fam i ly affair  for  anyone even vaguely in terested in  
aviat ion.

       W el l  that is about al l  for  th is m onth,  so Good Night 
M iss Daisy.

                                                                     The Prop Turner

                                                                                     M ike Duncan 
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Mach 5 Musings
from the Mach 5 Aviation Cluhouse

Since we last left  off, we?ve had several  check r ides 
and solos, m any of which involved pi lots close to the

hear t of M ach 5 Aviat ion. Jef f  D., t r ained by Char l i e 
M el l or , achieved his m ul t i -engine rat ing in  our  
twin-

engine Tecnam  on August 25th! Joel  S., who tr ained 
out of h is own Grum m an with  Jak e H eppn er  
t r ain ing

him  as h is CFI, achieved his pr ivate pi lot?s l icense! 
Jake also tr ained Jam es H ., who obtained his pr ivate

pi lot l icense on Septem ber  23rd! Chester  Gau l t  
t r ained up two of 
M ach 5?s newest 
CFIs: Pat r i ck  
O?C. and

Davi d  W . both 
achieved their  
CFI l icenses on 
August 26th and 
Septem ber  2nd . 
One of our  CFIs 
just Br ian C.



20 Propwash October 2022www.auburnaviationassociation.org

upgraded fr om  being a CFI to a CFII ; thanks to 
Si m on  Ber m an , Sam  G. is now ready for  students 
seek ing

to expand their  knowledge 
and tr ain ing with an 
instrum ent r at ing. 

This m onth, we also had 
Aust i n  H . com plete h is f i r st  
solo on Septem ber  14th under  
the guidance of  Jak e

H eppn er . Br i an  C. also 
soloed on Septem ber  20th as 
a student under  Sam  Golding. 
Last, but cer tain ly not

least, our  r esident goofbal l  
m echanic Den n i s H . 
achieved a rather  awesom e 
bir thday present on

Septem ber  22nd by soloing 
h is f i r st  f l ight at KOVE after  
r eceiving tr ain ing fr om  
Chester  Gau l t  an d  Si m on

Ber m an . This m onth, we unvei led our  new 
Diam ond DA-40 to our  M ach 5 students and 
renter s! This low-wing

airplane is sleek , sexy, and one of our  m ore 
advanced pr im ary tr ainers on our  r oster. Alr eady 

Simon Berman, Dennis 
H ., & Chester   Gault
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th is

air craft  is r ising to the top as one of our  m ost 
popular  air craft  to achieve a l icense or  r at ing in !

Between Septem ber  30th and October  2nd , M ach 5 
Aviat ion wi l l  be present at the Cal i forn ia Capital

Air show! Be sure to stop by at KM H R and visi t  our  
booth to hang out wi th our  am azing crew of staff 
and

instructor s, get personal  wi th som e of our  air craft  
on display, and get som e exclusive M ach 5 swag!

--

W e were al l  shocked and saddened to hear  of the 
sudden passing of Richard Conte. Our  heavy hear ts 
go

out to h is fam i ly and fr iends ? Richard Conte was 
highly r espected as a DPE, and m any of M ach 5?s

students owe the achievem ent of their  l icenses and 
rat ings to h is exper ienced judgem ent and wisdom .

W e wi l l  m iss h im  great ly.

Blue sk ies.
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Back to Alaska for More 
Fun!

by Tammy Meredith

M y 2nd tr ip back  to 
Alaska with m ore Sier ra 
Gold 99 m em bers along 
with fam i ly m em bers 
planned for  several  years 
was f inal ly here.

Sept.6th -W e al l  got up at 
O'dark  30 to be at the 
air por t  by 4:30am .

One of our  m em bers 
wasn 't  feel ing wel l , so she 

stayed hom e & off we f lew, 7 adul ts, 4 boys.

Our  f l ight was uneventfu l  & landed in  Anchorage by ear ly 
afternoon. W e discovered i t  had been rain ing for  several  
weeks pr ior  to our  ar r ival  and was st i l l  r ain ing.   

Our  f i r st  hurdle was to f ind the rest of our  group at the 
air por t  after  gett ing the vehicles. Rachel  & I  picked up the 14 
place van & 4 place car  at the rental  agency & prom ptly 
headed back  to the air por t  to pick  up our  clan. W e pul led 
in to a non-publ ic park ing lot belonging to som e business 
where they had clear  "no park ing" signs at the end of their  
lot , of course, very close to where our  group was wait ing 
pat ient ly for  us. (Did I  m ention Anchorage air por t  has lousy 
signage?)
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Rachel  was in  the car , she jum ped out to get our  group's 
attent ion when I  saw a m an in  m y outside m ir ror  walk ing 
towards us with an att i tude in  h is walk . I  jum ped out of the 
van & apologized explain ing we were having tr ouble f inding 
our  way back  to pick  up our  group. H e did not care. Rachel  
was al r eady off gett ing our  group to head towards the 
vehicles when I  told her  we had to go "now" Once we drove 

around to where we could pick  them  up, we were on our  
way to the local  Costco. You see we were going to be there 
for  the week . Did I  m ention we had 7 adul ts & 4 boys?

M er r i l lyn & I  stayed in  the van whi le everyone else went 
shopping. They cam e back  with enough food to feed us for  a 
m onth. Unfor tunately, everyth ing was in  Costco size. I t  was 
st i l l  better  to have food for  m eals to f ix before leaving 
everyday & f ixing dinners at n ight.

For  lodging, we found th is wonder fu l  farm  cal led "The 
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Grove" just outside of Talkeetna. This locat ion m ade i t  
possible to stay a week  with a fam i ly & be able to have 
m oney left  over  for  fun.

The "lodge" had 2 bedroom s downstair s where us 3 senior  
ladies stayed. I t  had a washer /dr yer , 1.5 bathroom s, a 
k i tchen, l iving room , tv r oom  (for  the k ids) & a very large 
si t t ing area upstair s by the k i tchen. There were 2 other  
bldgs. For  each fam i ly of 4; a t iny house & a sm al l  log cabin.

W e fel l  in  love with i t . The wife decorated the ent i r e place, i t  
was so per fect. They had a coffee/ tea bar , som e food in  the 
fr idge & lots of r oom  for  the k ids to play outside. Their  l i t t le 
boy was so exci ted to have som eone to play with.   

They had pigs, chickens, a couple of r eindeer  & Zeke, the 
dog, who greeted us every t im e we cam e & went.



25 Propwash October 2022www.auburnaviationassociation.org

W ed. Sept. 7th - Rain off & on al l  day. 
Our  f i r st  excursion was with 
?M ayan?s Jet Boat on the r iver? Our  
pi lot  of the boat was very 
knowledgeable about the area. H e 
even m ade sure we saw a pair  of 
Bald Eagles!! They were so 
beauti fu l .

The back  of the boat was outside & 
way m ore exci t ing so guess where 
m ost of us spent the ent i r e r ide? 

W e also docked for  a shor t h ike to a "tr apper 's cabin" & "f ish 
cam p"

W e ran a l i t t le late gett ing back  due to the dr iver  m ak ing 
sure both sides of the boat were able to see & photograph 
the beauti fu l  bi r ds. (th is par t  is im por tant for  later )

After  we returned to land, the 2 fam i l ies, Victor ia, Nick  & 
boys & Rachel , Just in  & boys drove to a 
local  playground they had seen 
ear l ier. W hen they returned, they 
were al l  exci ted as they had given a 
r ide to a lady with 2 k ids (in  the rain) 
She explained her  husband was 
running late fr om  his job & she 
needed a r ide back  to her  car. I t  was 
discovered her  husband was our  Jet 
Boat pi lot  ear l ier  that day! They al l  
laughed when they real ized the 
connect ion. The wife was so 
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appreciat ive she gave a bott le of bir ch syrup to our  group as 
a thank  you. W e m ade pancakes the next day!

Thurs: Sept. 8th - Rain off & on al l  day. The next excursion 
was f lying & landing on a glacier  wi th "K2 Aviat ion" Due to 
weather , they worked with us to push out the f l ight a day or  
so.

W e decided to head in to Talkeetna to soak  up the am bience 
of a sm al l  Alaskan town, we were 
not disappointed!

Once we al l  had a round of 
shopping, we decided to check  
out Denal i  Brewery for  lunch & 
of course, beer.

Fr i . Sept 9th - Rain off & on al l  
day. W hi le Rachel , Just in  & the 
boys drove to Anchorage for  a 
l i t t le disc gol f (they saw a very 
large m oose laying next to the 
side of the road) & Nick  & the 
boys went on a h ike, Victor ia, 
M er r i l lyn, Carol  & I  drove to 
"Alaska Floats & Sk is" for  a fun 
afternoon f lying f loat planes. 
Victor ia & I  f lew in  our  own 

planes with a CFI & M er r i l lyn & Carol  shared a plane with 
their s. M er r i l lyn took  controls whi le our  non pi lot fr iend, 
Carol , played photographer  & captured the best shots of the 
day.
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W e flew to Rainbow Lake where we landed & got out to 
en joy the beauti fu l  m ountainous sur rounding. Our  CFI 's 
were so m uch fun! They assisted in  m ak ing sure we had 
every possible beauti fu l  backdrop for  our  photographs. Our  
m ascot, Robbie Rudder , joined us again on th is tr ip.

This was the f l ight school  I  would be tr ain ing with the 
fol lowing week .

Eventual ly, we had to 
cl im b back  in to our  
planes & f ly back  to 
Chr ist iansen Lake, 
what a day!!

You can im agine how 
happy I  was!!

Sat. Sept. 10th - Rain off 
& on al l  day. At 5am  we 
al l  jum ped in to the van 
& drove 2 1/2 hr s. up to 
Denal i  to drop off the 2 
fam i l ies for  a fun 
m orn ing of r iding ATV's.

M er r i l lyn, Carol  & I  took  a leisurely day photographing the 
fal l  color s along the h ighway on the way back . W hat a 
surpr ise & bonus to see the beauti fu l  r eds, oranges, yel lows 
& golds. Staying in  touch with K2 dur ing the day, we 
discovered they could take us on their  6:30pm  glacier  f l ight. 
The ATVers would take the tr ain  back  just in  t im e to pick  
them  up & rush over  to take the f l ight. 9 of us f lew in  a 
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Dehavi l land DH C-3 Otter. Unfor tunately we couldn 't  land on 
the glacier  due to new snowfal l .  The pi lot gave us a great 
f l ight tel l ing us a lot of the h istor y of glacier s in  the area 
along with f lying over  & as far  back  as he could so we could 
en joy the view & get lots of photos. The 4 boys were so 
exci ted!! H e was per fect for  the job.   

Sun. Sept 11th - Rain off & on al l  day. W el l , i t 's our  last day in  

Alaska as a group. One of our  99s, Laur ie Sm ith, com m utes 
week ly up to Nom e to work  in  the FSS (Fl ight Service 
Stat ion) She also thought i t  would be good for  us to see how 
the FSS works for  pi lots in  Alaska. She had given m e 
instruct ions to pick  up som e Seatt le Chocolates on our  
layover  to del iver  to the FSS in  Talkeetna & Alaska Floats & 
Sk is.

Candy in  hand, M er r i l lyn, Carol  & I  drove out to the air por t  
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in  Talkeetna.

Now, I  assum ed i t  
would be l ike gett ing 
in to For t Knox, so I  
knocked on the door  
& waited. A voice told 
m e to step in . I  slowly 
opened the door  to a 
fr iendly face saying 
"com e on in" W e went 
in , I  in tr oduced 
ourselves & explained 

m y assignm ent of del iver ing the candy. Com e to f ind out, 
Chr is, who was work ing that day, is a fr iend of Laur ie's! 
Chr is was so exci ted to m eet us & give us the n ickel  tour. 
Personal ly, as a pi lot , I  appreciated understanding m ore how 
the sk ies were watched there. 

I t  gave m e good insight since I  would be on the radio in  a 
few days. Once we were f in ished, we invi ted Kr is to join  us at 
Denal i  Brewery when she got off work . W e surpr ised Laur ie 
with a sel f ie fr om  our  table.

After  a n ice m eal  & visi t , we said good-bye to Chr is & 
proceeded to do m ore shopping. There was a great place I  
wanted to go back  to & check  out the back  hal f of the shop I  
had m issed the f i r st  t im e.

?Once In  A Blue M oose? was, by far , the best place for  
shopping. I  bought so m uch stuff, I  had to ship i t  to m ysel f. 
Som ething I  would repeat wi th m ore stuff & a new habit  I 've 
decided to adopt when tr avel ing.
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M on. Sept 12th - Rain off & on al l  day.

W el l , I  woke up to an em pty house. Al l  the others had left  
ear ly for  their  f l ight hom e. I t  was k ind of eer ie as there was 
so m uch noise & laughter  for  days pr ior.

I  packed up m ysel f & our  leftover  food, leaving som e for  the 
fam i ly who ran the farm .

I  f in ished gett ing gas & som e food for  the week  & headed to 
Alaska Floats & Sk is to star t  m y tr ain ing for  m y seaplane 
rat ing.

For  those that don?t know, Don Lee owned the f l ight school  
for  m any, m any years. H e sold i t  to h is daughter , M issy, a few 
years back . I  m et Don a few years ago when he was in  
Auburn to put on a sem inar  about h is exper iences in  
Alaska. I t  was so n ice to see him  again, he loved the 
chocolates I  del ivered fr om  Laur ie. (She got her  tai l  wheel  
endorsem ent fr om  him  years ago)

W hen I  ar r ived, I  got sett led in  m y room  & quick ly went to 
the off ice to see about f lying that day.

M y CFI, Adam , & I  went out for  m y f i r st  off icial  lesson. I  was 
so exci ted. I  had tr ained a l i t t le wi th Kevin Sloan of 
"f lytr uckeetahoe.com " so I  had a l i t t le knowledge going out. 
I t  defin i tely helped.

I  cont inued to tr ain  with m ul t iple f l ights every day that 
week  with m y check  r ide planned for  Fr iday before heading 
out to the air por t  for  the red eye Saturday m orn ing.

The weather  wasn 't  cooperat ing (did I  m ention i t  r ained 
every day?) I  also discovered I  st i l l  have som e fat igue & 
unfor tunately wasn 't  able to last as long as needed with m y 

http://flytruckeetahoe.com/
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lessons.

By m idweek , Adam  & I  talked & I  decided to cancel  the 
check  r ide. Rather  than tr y to stay later  to f in ish up what I  
needed to do with the weather  & having to r eschedule 
another  DPE, I  decided to just have som e fun f l ights the rest 
of the week . I t  was the best decision to m ake. The f l ight 
school  m ade sure I  f lew as m uch as I  wanted. I  had a blast!!

On m y last f l ight, the sun f inal ly cam e out after  burn ing off  
fog that h indered m y f i r st  f l ight ear l ier  in  the day.

I  discovered Bennett , the CFI on m y f i r st  fun f l ight & now 
m y last, grew up in  Truckee, Ca. (I  l ived there as a k id) & now 
resides in  Auburn & has f lown out of AUN!!! W hat a sm al l  
wor ld.  

H e took  m e to an area where he had seen m oose & I 'm  
happy to r epor t I  f inal ly saw one!  The picture isn?t r eal ly 
clear , but I  now know they exist in  Alaska!!

I  had packed ear l ier  & f inal ly loaded the car.  I  was dragging 
m y feet leaving. I  had such a wonder fu l  t im e in  Alaska, 
especial ly f lying.   W e m et such wonder fu l  people & had 
fantast ic exper iences.   I  eventual ly said m y good-byes & 
star ted the long dr ive to Anchorage. I  caught the red eye at 
1am  Saturday m orn ing.

I?m  in  the processing of putt ing an album  together.

I?ve also decided Alaska is m y new favor i te dest inat ion. I?l l  
be going back . Alaska Floats & Sk is has a ?bush pi lot? course 
I  would l ike to exper ience.

For  anyone who?s consider ing going to Alaska...do i t ! You 
won?t be disappointed. I  wasn?t.
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FREE AOPA "AV8RS" m em berships are avai lable for  youth ages 13-18 at the fol lowing 
l ink :https:/ /www.aopa.org/m em bership. Benefi ts are the sam e as regular  m em bership, however  the 
Fl ight Train ing m agazine is sent digi tal ly. This is a great oppor tun i ty to discover  m ore about aviat ion 

and to apply for  an AOPA scholar ship.

The AOPA has opened the appl icat ion process for  their  2023 scholar ship program . A l ink  to the 
appl icat ion and addi t ional  in form ation can be found under  the ?scholar ship? tab of our  AAA web si te. 

Appl icants m ust be a m em ber  of AOPA.

https://www.aopa.org/membership
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Local Scholarship/ Grant 
Recipients Promote Aviation at 

The Reno Air Races
by Don Wolfe

One of the featured events at the Reno Air  
Races is a display of vin tage, classic and m i l i tar y 
air planes of considerable qual i ty hosted by the 
National  Aviat ion H er i tage Invi tat ional  (NAH I). 

This r em arkable 
col lect ion of m achines 
is judged for  the 
authentici ty and 
qual i ty of the 
restorat ion. The 
El lswor th H ovey 
Getchel l  Foundation 
extended invi tat ions to 

the 2022 f l ight scholar ship and A&P grant 
r ecipients to attend the Races and prom ote the 
scholar ship/grant program s offered by EH GF, AAA 
and EAA 526 at the NAH I event. 

EH GF Board m em bers Ken Dwel le (H awker  Sea 
Fury) and Ben M arsh (SNJ-4 Texan) had their  

Andrew Chubatenko & Distr ict 
5 Supervisor  Cindy
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r estored air craft  on display for  the NAH I 
com peti t ion. The scholar ship recipients 
in teracted with the crowd in  th is area and 
energized m any youngsters to pursue aviat ion. 
This was an excel lent m entor ing oppor tun i ty 
created by the 
Getchel l  Foundation.

The winner  of th is 
year?s event was 
?Sum m er  of 1942? the 
SNJ-4 restored, owned 
and f lown by Ben 
M arsh. Ben?s air craft  
saw act ive service 
with the U. S. Navy 
fr om  August 1942 to 
1946 and was 
stat ioned at NAS 
Jacksonvi l le, Corpus 
Chr ist i  and Sanford as an advanced tr ainer. 
Graduating pi lots would then tr ansi t ion in to 
single engine f ighter  or  attack  air craft , such the 
W ildcat or  H el lcat, Dauntless or  Avenger , etc. 
After  the war , Ben?s SNJ com peted in  the 1948 and 
'49 Cleveland Air  Races, f lown by H elen M cBr ide. 

M ia M cKnight
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Later , i t  was conver ted 
in to a Zero repl ica, before 
being gutted and stored 
for  20 years.

Ben?s restorat ion spanned 
eight and a hal f years 
(14,000 hours--not 
including volunteer  
hours) to r eturn i t  to f l ight 
status. I t  features 
authentic instal lat ions of 

gun and bom b system s as 
wel l  as radio and oxygen 
system s. I t  features a per iod 
cor rect pain t schem e cir ca 
NAS JAX  1943 and m any 
other  detai ls. W hen asked 
about the SNJ-4 Texan Ben 
rem arked; ?i t  is a del ight to 
f ly and tr u ly is the m ost 
r em arkable adventure of m y l i fe.? W el l  Ben, that 
NAH I Trophy is pretty im pressive too!

Tenley Ong

Kadie Jacobs
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Kelly Richards' Play With Fire
an original piece

At the conclusion of 
h is season, Sunshine 
Flyers CFI; who f lew 
sm oke jum pers for  a 
t im e based out of 
Fairbanks,  Alaska,  and 
subsequently 
W inthrop, 
W ashington,  through 
Bighorn Airways, 

provides us with an update. 

Beginn ing in  M arch of th is year ,  Kel ly 
tr aveled to the Bighorn Airways tr ain ing base in  
W yom ing to begin h is preperat ion as a pi lot  for  
sm oke jum ping operat ions, then form al ly left  in  
M ay to W ashington. H e was to tam e the beast of a 
turboprop-powered,  STOL cargo air craft  designated 
the "CASA C-212" that is speci f ical ly designed for  
dropping jum pers and fr eight. The m ajor i ty of 
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Kel ly's m issions involved 
per form ing reconnaissance 
in  low-lying m ountainous 
ter rain  before dropping 
sm oke jum pers and their  
gear  onto the f i r es to douse 
them . Both par t ies' sk i l l  and 

nerve are needed for  th is. H e 
served as the f i r st  off icer  on 
h is crew, which also included 
a captain ,  f ive jum pers,  and a jum pm aster.  

Kel ly considers h is 
f i r st  season to be a 
success and 
ant icipates return ing 
for  h is second  the 
fol lowing year. H e is 
scheduled to r eturn 
and resum e his 
hazardous dut ies as an 

audacious f l ight instructor  in  about a week .  W ish 
h im  luck !
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Photos
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AAA Members
 List 

LIFETIM E M EM BERS
W e than k  ou r  l i fet i m e m em ber s for  thei r  don at i on s to the 

AAA en dow m en t

Gol d  $2500        Si l ver  $1500       Br on ze $750

 H on or ar y 
Li fet i m e 

M em ber s  

Cl ar en ce "Bud" 
An der son

Noah & Ren ata 
M ack en r oth

Gol d  Li fet i m e M em ber s
 Doug & Yvon n e Fee

Tom  M ur r ay

Don  & Lor i  W ol fe

Peggy Dw el l e 

Jer r y Sever son  & Nan cy 
Ben jam i n

Tom  Dw el l e

M i k e Lon g

Ti m  Pi n k n ey

Casey Lon g

Ash Vi dal

Pat r i ci a & Nei l  M un r o  

Bob & Al l i son  Dobr an sk y 

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
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Si l ver  L i fet i m e 

M em ber s 

M i k e Dun can

M i k e Shoem ak er

 Jay Sel by

Shaw n  &  Ju l i et te 

Bi ck for d

Steven  H ogge 

K een an  K ok ou l  & Leah 

K ok ou l

An dy An der son

Davi d  & Stephan i e 

H ol l ow ay 

Br on ze Li fet i m e 
M em ber s

M i k e Su l l i van

Peter  H aster t

Joan i e & W ayn e M oon eyham

Chr i s & Dav i d  H aven

K yl e K ok ou l

Gar y & Dar l en e M our n i n g

Ri char d  An der son

M ar k  Pi l k i n gton

Doug & Nan cy Van  H ow d

M at t  Di ci cco

Joe & An n  Bi t tak er  

Ran dy & Li sa Leys

Chr i s Luvar a

K en  Ri stuben
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Gen er al  M em ber s
*Li fet i m e Schol ar sh i p  W i n n er s

Aaron & Shasta Adam
*Gavin Alder

Andy Anderson 
Don & M ona Anderson

Bob Andosca
Chr is Anselm i  
Tom  Arbogast

Ger r y & Kathy Aubrey
M ark  & Sharon Bateson

*Frank  Bel l   
*Jack  Bel l

Jordan Benedict 
M argar i ta Bershova

Brett  Bickerstaff  
Elen Brandt

Claude & Diana Biddle
Chr ist ian Bivens

Tom  & Judy Boucree  
Chr istopher  Bouley

Adr ian Boyer  
Darcy Brewer  & Greg Gapper t  

*Brandon Brown 
M ichael  Brown

Kel ly Bruno  
Aaron & H eather  Burns

John & H i lar y Burns
John H udek  Jr.  

Jul ia Carey  
M atthew Car lson

Kr ist ina Carol l   
Paula Cel ick  & Lar r y LaVerne  

*Andrew Chubatenko 
Scott  & M eg Connel ly

Am anda D'Am our
Derek  De Ol iveir a

Brandon Dever
H elen Dobeck

M icah Doe
Er ic & Kera Dolan  

John & Kathy Donlevy
W il l  Dougher ty

Dal las Drake  
*Jessi  Dreschler  

David M . Dwel le & Jeffr ey Roth
Ken & Judy Dwel le  

Shayden Eaglehear t
Steven El l iot t  
Kent Engl ish

Dan & Susanne Flom  
Dan & Karen Foster   

Elm er  & M ary Ann Frank   
Jon & M arcia Fr iesel l

*Sydney Greene
Akash Guha 

Chr istopher  H ale
Diane H am m er
Rick  H am m er
Rober t H ewett  
Rose H orsm an
Brook lyn Ir vine   

*Kadie Jacobs 
*Jam es Jacobson  

Jaian Jim inez  
Lyle & Jane Kelsey  

Chr ist ine Koenigsecker  
Er ik  & Diksha Knier im

Cade Lawley  
Kyle Lehr  

*Rogel io Leon
Casey Long 

Dion Louthan 
Ray & Linda Lux  

B M   
*Renata M ackenroth

Chr ist ian M adsen  
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*Patr ick  M arquina
Jeanie M arshal l   

Frank  & Debralyn M ar t inez  
*Shane M cAl ister    
Doug M cDougal l  & 

Rosem ar ie La Rocca
Andrew & Isabel le M cCour t

M ark  "M ac" & Linda M cElroy
*M ia M cKnight  

Tam m y M eredi th 
Calvin  M i l ler  

Rob & Ter i  M i l ler    
Ri ta M i l ler   

*Nick  M oore 
*Chr istopher  M orales 

Chase & Natal ie M organ
Karsten M urphy
M ichael  M urphy

Aaron M ur ray
Just in  Nedley

Kenneth & Diana Nielsen  
Nathaniel  Olchefske 

Rory Ondracek   
*Tenley Ong
Adr iel  Palaia 

Tom  & Louise Palm er
El izabeth Paval

M ike Peters  
Bi l l  & Nanci  Radakovi tz  

Tyghe Richardson
Bethany Robar ts  

Steve Rosel le

 

* Benjamin Rubash  
* Ben Samp

John & Beverly Samp  
David Sanborn

Deborah Sandbank 
Mark Sandoval
Mikaela Sawaya  

Martin & Dawn Scheyhing  
Bernie & Jay Schroeder 

Bob & Stephanie Snyder  
Michael St. Denis

Pierce & Gaylie Stewart
Sydney Sunseri-Robertson  

Ann Sweeney 
* Caleb Switzer  

Don Treco   
* Camile Tricomo  

Larry Uzelac   
Doug & Nancy Van Howd  

Philip Vardara  
Gary & Clytie Vogt  

Vaclav Vyvoda & Ingrid Westin
* Christian Watt  

Marleen Wekell & Steve Kendall
Randy Winn 

Stewart & Roxana Wells
Walt & Bonnie Wilson  

Scott & Sharon Woodland

Don't  see your  nam e? 
Cal l  H elen!

(916)  248-6171



53 Propwash October 2022www.auburnaviationassociation.org



54 Propwash October 2022www.auburnaviationassociation.org

OFFICERS
President  - Chase Morgan - (530) 263-8550 - aaapres1539@gmail .com

Vice President  - Doug McDougal l (530) 306-4110 - aaavp1539@gmail .com

Secretary - Joanie Mooneyham - (530) 401-0595 - AAASec1539@gmail .com

Treasurer - David Dwel le - (530) 906-1413 - AAATreas1539@gmail .com

BOARD MEMBERS
Past President - Randy Leys - (956) 453-7050 - AAAMentor@gmail.com

Scholarship - Don Wolfe - (707) 695-2674 - FlyFund1539@gmail.com

Assistant Scholarship - James Jacobson - skyfund1539@gmail.com

Membership - Helen Dobeck - (916) 248-6171 -  AAAMemb1539@gmail.com

Communications - Chris Haven - (530) 401-6082 - AAAComm1539@gmail.com

Propwash Editor - Mike Duncan - (530) 305-1438 - duncan7kcab@sbcglobal.net

5AC Chair - Ken Dwelle - (530) 392-1014 - KAUN.5ac@gmail.com

Board Member at Large - Peggy Dwelle - (530) 305-9101 - peggydwelle@gmail.com

Donations Coordinator - Nancy Benjamin - (530) 368-0118 - don_benj@pacbell.net

Special thanks to Rory Ondracek for laying out the newsletter and David Sanborn for

 2022 AAA Board
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