
5AC MEETING
Apri l  5th 6:00 PM

Zoom Meeting
All interested parties are 
welcome to login to hear 
from our liaison with the 

city. Zoom only. 

GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING
Wed, Apri l  6 6:00 PM
Barnstormer Room &  

Zoom Meeting
Guest speaker John Kleunker, 

Kitfox owner. Zoom & Live 
Meeting.  Scholarship 

recipients and their families 
will attend. Potluck.

  

2022 Auburn Fl ight 
Safety Conference 
Apri l  26th, 5:30 PM
See page 10 for details.  

Register online to secure a 
seat or attend over Zoom. 

Pr esi den t 's  M essage
AAA Events

Click for l inks

Dedicated to Aviation, Safety, Friendship, Community Involvement, and Education since 1984.

Apr il 2022

PROPWA SH

Well, Happy April! The flowers and the pollen are back! The 
scholarship team has been working hard at interviewing and 
deciding on our top candidates, Excellent work by Don Wolfe, 
Doug McDougall and the remainder of the panel!

This last week we had a great opportunity to show a group of 
homeschoolers around the airport. Randy Leys and Mach 5's 
Events Coordinator Susanne Flom  did a wonderful job 
coordinating with EAA, CHP and the Dwelles to give these kids 
the opportunity to learn about our airport and the 
opportunities it offers. I'm sure we have some future 
scholarship applicants in this bunch. We are excited to 
continue this community outreach in the future!

Don't forget that 
Auburn's aircraft 
display days 
happen this 
month.  Click on 
the events link to 
see dates.

I look forward to 
seeing y'all on 
Wednesday to hear 
about John 
Kluenker 's Kitfox 
adventures!

Chase Morgan, 
President

A-I: Side Dish
J-Q: Main Dish
R-Z: Desser t

4/6 POTLUCK MENU
Br ing ext ra for  

scholarship fam il ies!

https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/event-4679492
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/event-4679492
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events
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As The Prop Turns By Michael Duncan

March is about over and the leprechauns are going back into hiding, the 
rainbows and pots of gold are disappearing, but some students are still 
going for their own pots of gold.  Lance Tom an   was able to move closer to 
his pot of gold by soloing with Rick  Hinds in a C-172 .  Additionally Nat e 
Olchefske earned his Private Pilots Certificate.  Wade Mayorga signed him 
off for the check ride with a litt le previous help from Helen Dobeck . Mar io 
Dinucci and Vincent  Edson  also both soloed this past March with instructor 
Rory Ondracek . Congratulations to all on a job well done.

One of the great things that has occurred in the last five or so years is the 
inclusion of more of the youth in AAA.  More members, AAA office holders 
and the expansion of our scholarship program.  Just recently I received a 
letter from and eleven year old who has been flying with Sunshine Flyers.  
His grandfather has been fostering his interest in aviation.  The young man 
is named Max Schulz.  Max wrote this letter.

My First Flight Lesson - Max Schulz

Have you ever flown in an airplane? I 
had been going to my local airport 
for a long time to look at airplanes. 
Today I was going to take a flight 
lesson for the first time. I was kind of 
scared to fly in a small plane. My 
grandpa came to the house to pick 
me up and take me to the airport. 

We got there and I met my instructor. 
We went out to the plane and did the checks to make sure everything was 
safe. We got in the plane and started it up. I was feeling a litt le scared and 
excited at the same time. I could hear the engine roar as we taxied out to 
the run up area. We checked everything inside the airplane to make sure it 
was safe to fly. We got on the runway and I was shaking a litt le bit. We 
powered it up and the engine roared as we went speeding down the runway. 
The next thing I know, we were in the air. As time passed, I felt a lot better 
about flying and my instructor told me to do a few 360s. As I did the airplane 
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As The Prop Turns, cont.
was turning smooth as butter. After about an hour of cruising around and 
doing turns, it was time to head back to the airport. We turned around, 
headed away from Folsom Lake and headed towards Auburn. I was a lot 
more confident flying a plane than I was before the takeoff. We got to 
Auburn and landed the plane. We taxied off the runway and parked the 
plane, turned it off, and took our headsets off. 

We got out of the plane and my grandpa greeted me and asked me how my 
flight was. I got my flight time jotted down in my log book and scheduled my 
next lesson. We hung out a litt le while my grandpa talked to my instructor 
and I was watching planes take off. I had a lot of fun that day and learned 
what I wanted to do in the future. 

This letter reinforces the reasons we have our scholarship program and it 
reinforces my belief in the future of aviation beyond our life time.

Well that is about all for this month.  Good night Miss Daisy.

The Prop Turner

Michael Duncan

Nate Olchefske and CFI Helen Dobeck (Left) 
Lance Toman and CFI Rick Hinds (Middle)
Mario Dinucci and CFI Rory Ondracek (Right)
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Mach 5 Musings      ...from the Mach 5 Aviation Clubhouse         

The Pilot Training Seminar held in March 
was a huge success! 22 dedicated aviators 
participated in our Turbo Cessna 182 and 
G1000 training event. Lots of fun and facts 
were shared! and FAA WINGS credits were 
earned! The next Pilot Seminar will be 
clearing the path for many multiengine 
ratings this spring in our new Twin Tecnam 
P2006T with a G950. This cool rig is a real 
?head turner?. Not only has the Mach5 
team fallen in love with this incredibly 
efficient, Italian designed twin-engine 
beast, but government agencies love this 
?special mission? platform and you
will, too!.

Save the Date: Saturday April 23, 
08:00-12:00. Don?t miss out on this 
opportunity! Visit the Event Site of our 
website www.mach5aviation or call (530) 
889-2000 for details and to register. You 
can count on us for many more Pilot 
Proficiency and Specialty Training 
Seminars throughout the year, so buckle 
up!

What?s more fun than kids at the airport? 
Nothing! Mach 5 was happy to swing open 
our doors on a sunny Friday morning to 
30 aviators and their parents to enjoy a 

tour of the Airport. Their visit included 
CHP Helicopters, a presentation by the 
EAA, a walk through the priceless 
treasures in the Dwelle hangar and the 
opportunity to sit in our fancy Turbo 
Cessna to take pictures. A few not-so-tired 
and clearly committed future pilots got to 
check out the visiting de Havilland 
Chipmunk and peek inside the mighty 
Antonov.

Thank you to everybody who volunteered 
to help with this special students 
hands-onlearning experience!

We are proud to play a key role in the 
William Jessup University (WJU) Aviation 
Program. Their leadership and several 
donors recently visited our charming 
airport for a tour, to hang out at the M5 
Clubhouse and they even logged some 
flight time. What an amazing program and 
learning environment WJU offers our next 
generation of leaders in aviation career 
fields. Watch out, UND!
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Mach 5 Musings      ...from the Mach 5 Aviation Clubhouse         

And last but not least: We are welcoming 
Jake Heppner, Brian Nipper, and Ryan 
Juba to our busy roster of CFIs. 

And to congratulate our talented students:

Josh M. flew his first solo on February 
11th, 2022. CFI was Bennett Carlson.

Candace F. soloed on February 21st, 2022 
with CFI Dennis Pearson.

Patrick M. passed his IFR check ride on 
February 24th, 2022, CFI was Tony Pollizzi

Amanda C. flew her first Solo on February 
25th, 2022

Rogelio L. flew his first solo on February 
28th, 2022. His CFI was Tony Pollizzi!

Mia M. soloed on February 28th, 2022, 
with CFI Charles Mellor.

Daniel C. flew his first solo on March 16th, 
2022. His CFI was Chester Gault! 

Hope to see you all at the Mach 5 BBQ on 
April 1st from 4:00-7:00 pm! Kindly RSVP 
and if you?d like to be informed of special 
events, subscribe to Mach 5 Aviation?s text 
alerts, simply text ?Aviation? to 
855-948-0370. Fly safe!
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Mach 5 Musings      ...from the Mach 5 Aviation Clubhouse         

William Jessup University (WJU) 
Aviation Program.leadership
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Airpor t Manager  Repor t               by  Jonathan Wr ight

Much has happened this month at our 
Auburn Airport. As far a lease activity, we 
processed two lease assignments and one 
lease amendment with several more already 
in the pipe for next month. This seems to be 
on par with the amount of activity at the 
airport.

Speaking of leases, the City commissioned 
an appraiser to provide an apples to apples 
assessment of the City?s lease rates 
comparing them to other local airports. It is 
not surprising to me to see that the Auburn 
Airport is well below market when it comes 
to rents. This study was prompted by the 
airport stakeholder meetings last fall where 
attendees asked for better transparency 
when it comes rates and fees. This data will 
be used to create a contemporary rate 
schedule that can be published and posted 
so that users of the airport are clear on all 
fees. The last official rate schedule appears 
to have been last updated in the nineties. 
The spreadsheet below shows how our rates 
stack up to other airports.

Having a contemporary rate structure means 
that the Airport has greater financial ability 
to do projects, maintain infrastructure and 
provide financial match for grants. This 
matter will be brought to City Council as a 
rate schedule sometime in April.

This almost always seems to be the way that 
things go in small town government. Fix 
something to keep it operational and then a 
grant comes out to pay to replace it. That?s 
just what happened with the Airport 
terminal building. I am happy to report that 
the roof is done and that it will stop raining 
inside the building; however, earlier this 
month the Federal Government Announced 
a 5-billion-dollar Terminal Replacement 
Grant program.

According to the Assessor?s Office, the 
terminal building was constructed on or 
around 1950 and has been slated for 
replacement in the various versions of the 
Airport master plans as far back as 1979. 
The latest version of the Airport Layout Plan 
actually started to scope the project which 
will add to the application that the City 
submitted for its replacement. A new 
terminal building would be a great addition 
to the airport and would not only house our 
existing users but would have larger capacity 
restrooms, a real state of the art training 
room, a meeting room with a real kitchen 
facility and an office for the FBO. Keep your 
fingers crossed, we should hear back on who 
is getting the grant in May.
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Airpor t Manager  Repor t               by  Jonathan Wr ight

If you build it, they will come! This is part of 
the thought process behind the recently 
initiated design of the water system to feed 
the undeveloped east end hangar area. 
Hangars are in giant demand right now with 
the City fielding inquires weekly from people 
looking to rent hangars or tie-downs and 
right now the waiting list keeps growing since 
the airfield tiedowns are full and staff is not 
aware of any current hangars for rent. The 
waterline is a major development challenges 
for this site and having it designed will give 
us an accurate picture of development costs 
and help us plan the next steps to get it 
installed. You might see PG&E, City staff and 
PCWA out visiting the site from time to time 
over the next month.

Still going: The helicopter parking area is out 
for bid, the pre-bid walk through has been 
conducted and by the time you are reading 
this, we will have opened bids for this 
project. The pre-bid walk through was well 
attended which usually indicates a lot of 
interest in the project and means we should 
get some pretty competitive bids. The project 
will take 90 days to complete and the City 
hopes to have a contractor secured for the 
project by mid-April with a project start date 

shortly thereafter. I appreciate members of 
the California Highway Patrol (CHP) for 
participating in the walk through as it helped 
to reinforce to bidders that they are an 
important part of our airport community and 
that contractor who receives the award shall 
ensure that they phase the project so as to 
not hinder critical air operations. More to 
come on this project in next months 
newsletter.

Every year around this time the cracks in the 
ramp start to grow grass making parts of the 
airport look like wheat fields. Public Works is 
already on it. They will be spraying the ramp 
area on a routine basis starting immediately.

Jonathan Wright

Economic & Planning Manager

City of Auburn, CA

(530) 823-4211 Ext 144

https://www.auburn.ca.gov/Blog.aspx?CID=2


   www.auburnaviationassociation.org                                                                     Propwash March 2022 p.9      

Young Eagles Fl ight Rally              by  Steven Kendall

On March 12 EAA Chapter 526 held its first 
Young Eagles flight rally of the year. Seven

aircraft flew a total of 41 youngsters, 56% of 
whom were first-time Young Eagles.

Volunteers included:

Pilots

Mark Bateson 
Don Burns 
Greg Duda 
Dan Foster 
Darren Kendall 
Steve Kendall 
Andy Robinson 
Jack Prock

Ground Crew
Andrew Chubatenko
Mitch Faatz
Dan Flom
Doug Fee
Steve Jahr
Frank Kavenik
Keith Leafdale
Jack Prock
Philip Vardara
Marleen Wekell
Don Wolfe

Photo Credits: Mitch Faatz & Dennis Chubatenko. 

To see more photos from the flight rally, click here:
http://www.eaachapter526.net/flight_rally_031222.html
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5:30 p.m. - Free PIZZA!
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Photos

2022 Scholarship Interview Team
Ken Dwelle, Steven Kendall, Camile Tricomo, James Jacobson, Dan 
Foster, Doug Fee. Not shown: Doug McDougall, Don Wolfe

182 Training Event (left) and Kids Day (right) 
 - Mach 5 Aviation



   www.auburnaviationassociation.org                                                                     Propwash March 2022 p.12      

Photos

5AC Chair Ken Dwelle got his first solo and 
type rated in a 1945 TBM Avenger "Turkey" 
at Ione in March

 

Bobby Green, owner of this Salt Flat racer 
named "Old Crow" was in town to have Col. 
CE Bud Anderson put his autograph on the 
car. More information can be found by 
searching oldcrowspeedshop.com

Credit: Don Wolfe



Corporate Sponsors for  Endowment Fund                        
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AAA Members List Apr i l  2022 

L I FET I M E M EM BERS

 Honorary Lifet im e Mem bers  

Clarence "Bud"  Anderson

Noah & Renat a Mackenrot h

Gold Lifet im e Mem bers

 Doug & Yvonne Fee

Tom  Mur ray

Don & Lor i Wolfe

Peggy Dwelle 

Jer ry Severson & Nancy Benjam in

Tom  Dwelle

Mike Long

Tim  Pinkney

Casey Long

Ash Vidal

Pat r icia & Neil Munro  

We t hank  our  l i fet im e m em bers for  t heir  donat ions t o t he AAA endowm ent

Gold $2500        Silver  $1500       Bronze $750

Silver  Lifet im e Mem bers 

Mike Duncan

Mike Shoem aker

 Jay Selby

Shawn & Juliet t e Bick ford

St even Hogge 

Keenan Kokoul & Leah Kokoul

Andy Anderson - NEW LIFE MEMBER

Bronze Lifet im e Mem bers

David & St ephanie Holloway

Mike Sull ivan

Pet er  Hast er t

Joanie & Wayne Mooneyham

Chr is & David Haven

Kyle Kokoul

Gary & Dar lene Mourning

Richard Anderson

Mark  Pilk ingt on

Doug & Nancy Van Howd

Mat t  Dicicco

Joe & Ann Bit t aker  

Randy & Lisa Leys - NEW LIFE MEMBER

https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/Sys/MembershipLevelChange
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/Sys/MembershipLevelChange
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
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AAA Member  List Apr i l  2022 
GENERAL MEMBERS
* Lifet im e Scholarship Mem bers

Aaron & Shasta Adam
* Gavin Alder

Andy Anderson 
Don & Mona Anderson

Bob Andosca
Chris Anselmi  
Tom Arbogast

Gerry & Kathy Aubrey
Mark & Sharon Bateson

Craig Bednorski
* Frank Bell  
* Jack Bell

Jordan Benedict 
Margarita Bershova

Brett Bickerstaff
Tierra Bickford  

Claude & Diana Biddle
Christian Bivens

Larry & Margot Borchert  
Tom & Judy Boucree  

Adrian Boyer 
Darcy Brewer & Greg Gappert  

* Brandon Brown 
Michael Brown

Kelly Bruno  
Aaron & Heather Burns

John & Hilary Burns  
Julia Carey  

Matthew Carlson
Kristina Caroll  

Paula Celick & Larry LaVerne  
* Andrew Chubatenko 

Bill & Diann Cola 
Scott & Meg Connelly

Rick Confer & Babs Crowell  
Amanda D'Amour

Kelsey Dashiell

Derek De Oliveira
Dennis & Dianne De Cuir
Beau & Rhonda De Graaf

Jill Densmore
Helen Dobeck

Micah Doe
Eric & Kera Dolan  

John & Kathy Donlevy
Will Dougherty
Dallas Drake  

* Jessi Dreschler 
David M. Dwelle & Jeffrey Roth

Ken & Judy Dwelle  
Shayden Eagleheart

Robert Edling
Steven Elliott 
Jon Escalante
Joan Fischer   

Kenneth & Nancy Fisher  
Steve Fitzgerald  

Dan & Susanne Flom - NEW MEMBER

Dan & Karen Foster  
Elmer & Mary Ann Frank  

Jon & Marcia Friesell
* Sydney Greene

Akash Guha 
Diane Hammer
Rick Hammer
Robert Hewett  
Rose Horsman   
* Kadie Jacobs 
Dean Jacobson 

* James Jacobson  
Dennis James  
Jaian Jiminez  

Frank Kavenik 
Lyle & Jane Kelsey  

Chuck & Maggie Kluenker  
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AAA Member  List Apr i l  2022
Christine Koenigsecker 
Erik & Diksha Knierim

Cade Lawley  
Keith & Delinda Leafdale 

Kyle Lehr 
* Rogelio Leon

Casey Long 
Dion Louthan 

Ray & Linda Lux  
B M  

* Renata Mackenroth   
* Patrick Marquina

Jeanie Marshall  
Frank & Debralyn Martinez  

* Shane McAlister   
Doug McDougall & 

Rosemarie La Rocca
Andrew & Isabelle McCourt
Mark "Mac" & Linda McElroy

* Mia McKnight  
Tammy Meredith 

Calvin Miller 
Rob & Teri Miller   

Rita Miller  
* Nick Moore 

* Christopher Morales 
Chase Morgan & Natalie Orr  

R. Joe & Kathy Manning
Karsten Murphy
Michael Murphy
Aaron Murray

Christopher Nance
Justin Nedley

Kenneth & Diana Nielsen  
Nathaniel Olchefske - NEW MEMBER

Rory Ondracek  
* Tenley Ong
Adriel Palaia 

Tom & Louise Palmer  

Carole Pierce
Bill & Nanci Radakovitz  

Kelly Richards
Tyghe Richardson

Ken Ristuben 
Bethany Robarts  

* Benjamin Rubash  
* Ben Samp

John & Beverly Samp  
David Sanborn

Deborah Sandbank 
Tess Sando

Mark Sandoval
Mikaela Sawaya  

Erik Schenk  
Martin & Dawn Scheyhing  

Bernie & Jay Schroeder 
James D "Loy" & Virginia Sizemore  

Bob & Stephanie Snyder  
Michael St. Denis

Pierce & Gaylie Stewart  
Chris Stroup & Gavin (son)  

Ann Sweeney 
* Caleb Switzer  

Don Treco   
* Camile Tricomo  

Larry Uzelac   
Doug & Nancy Van Howd  

Philip Vardara  
Gary & Clytie Vogt  

Vaclav Vyvoda & Ingrid Westin
* Christian Watt  

Marleen Wekell & Steve Kendall  
Stewart & Roxana Wells
Walt & Bonnie Wilson  

Marcia Winborne-Graven   
Scott & Sharon Woodland

Don't  see your  nam e?
Call Helen! 916-248-6171

GENERAL MEMBERS
* Lifet im e Scholarship Mem bers



   www.auburnaviationassociation.org                                                                     Propwash March 2022 p.17      

O FFI CERS
Pr esi den t  -  Ch ase M or gan  -  (530 ) 263-8550  -  aaap r es1539@gm ai l .com

Vice Pr esi den t  -  D ou g M cD ou gal l  (530 ) 30 6-4110  -  aaavp 1539@gm ai l .com

Secr etar y  -  Joan ie M oon ey h am  -  (530 ) 40 1-0 595 -  A A A Sec1539@gm ai l .com

T r easu r er  -  D av i d  D w el l e -  (530 ) 90 6-1413 -  A A AT r eas1539@gm ai l .com

BOA RD  M EM BERS
Past Presiden t -  Randy L eys -  (956) 453-70 50  -  AAAM en tor @gm ai l .com

Scholar sh ip  -  D on  W olfe -  (70 7) 695-2674 -  FlyFund1539@gm ai l .com

Assistan t Scholar sh ip  -  Jam es Jacobson  -  sky fund1539@gm ai l .com

M em ber sh ip  -  H elen  D obeck -  (916) 248-6171 -  AAAM em b1539@gm ai l .com

Com m un icat ions -  Ch r is H aven  -  (530 ) 40 1-60 82 -  AAACom m 1539@gm ai l .com

Propwash  Ed i tor  -  M ike D uncan  -  (530 ) 30 5-1438 -  duncan7kcab@sbcglobal .net

5AC Chai r  -  Ken  D wel le -  (530 ) 392-10 14 -  KAUN .5ac@gm ai l .com

Board  M em ber  at  L ar ge -  Peggy D wel le -  (530 ) 30 5-910 1 -  peggydwel le@gm ai l .com

D onat ions Coord inator  -  N ancy Ben jam in  -  (530 ) 368-0 118 -  don_ ben j@pacbel l .net

 20 22 A A A Boar d
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